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IT appears probable that this an- 
cient church owes its existence tu 
the Act of Uniformity. From the 
parish church of St. Giles’s on the 
skirts of the town was ejected Mr. 
Jeremiah Lewis, who by the gift of 
the Mayor had held the living for 
twelve years.* His ministry was 
greatly followed and his character 
universally respected, and though 
it does not appear that he ever 
preached after his ejectment, and 
was shortly removed to a better 
world, yet as another Bartholomew 
Confessor was the first pastor of 
the congregational church, it seems 
most likely that many of the pious 
worshippers at St. Giles’s were at- 
tached to the conventicle by their 
love of those sentiments which they 
once heard from their now silenced 
teacher. 

From the records of this church 
it appears that it had been regu- 
larly organized prior to 1694, 
and Mr. Samuel Blower was. 
their pastor, This gentleman was 
a fellow of Magdalen College, 
Oxford, for which he was ejected, 
and subsequently from the living 
of Woodstock, in the same county. 
Palmer says he removed to Abing- 
don, Berks, and died there 1701,+ 





* Palmer’s Nonconformist’s Memorial, 
vol. ii.—article, Northampton. 

+ Palmer’s Nonconformist’s Memorial, 
vol. ii—article Woodstock, Oxon. 

VOL, XII, N.S, NO. 63, 


but the church documents lead us 
to imagine that he died at Nor. 
thampton in 1694. 

He was succeeded by Mr. Tho- 
mas Shepherd in the same year, of 
whose personal history we can ob- 
tain no information. His connec- 
tion with the people appears to 
have been prosperous, for at that 
time they took measures to secure 
the site of the present meeting- 
house. 

In 1675, Northampton was vi- 
sited by a great fire, which de- 
stroyed three churches, and almost 
the whole of the town. Ona plot 
of ground near the Castle Hill, 
were the ruins of two houses 
which were destroyed by that ca- 
lamity, and had not been rebuilt, 
This site was conveyed to eight 
trustees, residing in or near Nor- 
thampton in 1695, for the purpose 
of erecting a meeting-house, the 
consideration for which was £26, 
There is every reason to believe 
that at that period the first meet- 
ing-house was erected. Mr. Shep- 
herd appears also to have been 
anxious regularly to organize the 
church, as their covenant bears 
the same date, and is as follows : 

“We, this church of Christ, 
whose names are underwritten, 
having given up ourselves to the 
Lord, and one to another, accord- 
ing to the will of God, do promise 
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and covenant, in the presence of 
God, to walk together in all the 
laws and ordinances of Christ, ac- 
cording to the rules of his Gospel, 
through Jesus Christ so strength- 
ening us.” 

Amongst the unimportant me- 
moranda of this period there occurs 
an entry, in Mr. Shepherd’s hand- 
writing, which proves the exercise 
of a right which the dissenters per- 
mitted themselves to lose by the 
Marriage Act, but which we trust 
will be eventually restored. 

“ Dec. 11.—‘* I married Mr. 
Buswell’s son and daughter, of 
Kettering, in our meeting-house. 

THOMAS SHEPHERD.” 

It appears that Mr. Shepherd 
was removed from Northampton 
in the beginning of 1698, but 
whether by death, or to another 
sphere of labour, is, we believe, 
now unknown, 

Mr. John Hunt succeeded him 
early in the same year. He was 
a man of considerable talents, and 
was warmly engaged in the supra- 
lapsarian controversy of those days, 
against the writings of Mr. Hussey 
of Cambridge. In the church- 
book, at Northampton, there is 
an entry in September, 1698, which 
discovers the complete controul 
he exercised over his people, and 
their subserviency to his wishes. 
** It was agreed upon by this So- 
ciety, that it should be left to Mr. 
Hunt, our pastor, to determine 
whom it shall be lawful for us to 
hear preach, and that it shall be 
judged an offence to the church to 
act contrary to his determination.” 
Through this singular minute, Dr. 
Doddridge, it is imagined, passed 
his pen, as it is partially erased; 
and beneath is written in his well- 
known hand the following note: 
** Those ministers who will rule by 
love and meekness need no laws 
or canons to rule by, other than 
those of the Holy Scriptures.”— 
Henry's Life, p. 121. 
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This church, like many other 
old Independent Societies, had 
ruling elders as well as deacons, 
but it was induced by their pastor 
to abolish that office, which, if they 
had ever regarded as of divine ap- 
pointment, ought not certainly to 
have been annulled in the follow- 
ing summary manner. 


** May 7th, 1707.—It was agreed 
upon by the whole church assem- 
bled at a public church meeting, 
for weighty reasons, that for the 
time to come the church shall be 
governed without ruling elders.” 


Mr. Hunt continued at Nor- 
thampton till 1708, when he re- 
moved to Newport Pagnell, where 
he discharged his ministry till 
1725, when he again removed to 
Tunstead, in Norfolk, where he 
died about 1730,* 

Mr. Thomas Tingey, of New- 

ort Pagnell, succeeded Mr. 

unt at Northampton, as Mr. 
Hunt was invited to become the 
re of the congregation at 

ewport. This gentleman was 
educated for the ministry, under 
Mr. Thomas Goodwin, at Pin- 
ner, Middlesex. He entered upon 
his ministry at Newport about 
1699, where he continued for ten 
years, and on the 22d February, 
1708-9; he was publicly recog- 
nized as the pastor of the church 
at Northampton. He was an 





* He had a son, Mr. Wm. Hunt, who 
entered the ministry first at Mattishall, 
and then succeeded his father at New- 
port, 1725, from whence he removed in 
1738 to Hackney, where he died 1770. 
Mr. John Hunt been the following 
works :—*,The Saints Treasury, 1704.” 
** Dissenters not Schismatics.” ‘“ Hymns 
and Spiritual Songs, 1715.” “ Infants’ 
Faith and Right to Baptism, 1704.” 
** Doctrine of God’s Decrees, 1726.’ 
“ Vindicie vere Pietatis; or Evange- 
lical Sanctification stated and vindicated, 
1719.” Vide T. P. Bull’s Brief Narra- 
tive of the Independent Church at New- 


port Pagnell. 
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evangelical and able minister, and 
very zealously exerted himself, 
even beyond his strength, to 
preach the Gospel in the destitute 
towns and villages around. Early 
in the year 1728-9, he was invited 
to the pastoral office in the an- 
cient congregational church, Fet- 
ter-lane, London, which he ac- 
cepted, and on the 23d of Fe- 
bruary was set apart to that work, 
but before that year closed he 
rested from all his labours, Dr, 
Ridgley preached, and  after- 
wards printed, his funeral dis- 
course, in which a very favourable 
pourtraiture of his personal and 
ministerial character is given.* 

The vacant pulpit at Northamp- 
ton was now supplied by the oc- 
casional services of the neigh- 
bouring ministers, and, amongst 
others, Mr. Philip Doddridge, 
who was residing at Harborough, 
as the assistant of Mr. Some, 
preaching there, and Kibworth, a 
neighbouring village yomeure, 
His services were so acceptable 
to the people, that they urged him 
to accept the following invitation, 
which they, with anxious una- 
nimity addressed to him. 


«* September 28th, 1729. 


“* The Church of Christ in North- 
ampton sendeth greeting. 
« Rev. Sir, 

‘‘ The dispensations of God’s pro- 
vidence towards us in suffering the 
removal of our late pastor is very 
awful, and we hope hath lain with 
weight upon our hearts. It has 
urged us to make pryer and sup- 

lication, that God the great shep- 
herd would appear and direct us 
in this difficult and weighty matter, 
and send among us one whom he 
will eminently own, and make a 
great blessing unto us. 





* Vide W. Wilson’s History of Dissent- 
ing Churches, vol. iii. pp. 453-54, 8vo. 
1811. 
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«Sir, we have had some taste of 
your ministerial abilities in your 
occasional labours amongst us, 
which have given a general satis- 
faction to the congregation, but 
this matter being so important, we 
humbly apply ourselves to you, 
that you would come and preach 
amongst us as a candidate for a 
month. 

** We leave our brethren who will 
bring this, to use what further ar- 
guments they may think meet, and 
recommend you to the wisdom and 
conduct of the Divine Spirit, and 
continue our prayers and suppli- 
cations to the great God for our 
direction. 

** We subscribe our names by 
the order and consent of the whole 
church. 


Malony Weston. _ Wm. Bliss. 

G. Mason. Wm. Manning. 
Henry Bunyan. Wm. Auray. 
Richard Norton. Benj. Knott. 
Josiah Brine. Js. Huckleton.”* 


This overture was vigorously 
opposed by Mr. Some, and other 
ministers, and Mr. Doddridge 
himself was not disposed to ac- 
cept it, till by several providential 
occurrences his own mind, and 
that of his brethren, were satisfied 
that it was indeed the will of God. 

After three months of anxious 
deliberation, he addressed the fol- 
lowing letter 


To the Congregation at North- 
ampton. 
** Dec. 6th, 1729. 
«« My DEAR FRIENDs, 

‘«« After a serious and impartial 
consideration of your case, and re- 
peated addresses to the great Fa- 
ther of Light for his guidance and 
direction, I can, at length, assure 
you that I am determined, by his 
permission, to accept of your kind 





* Doddridge’s Correspondence, vol. ii. 
pp- 493, 494. 
Q 2 
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invitation, and undertake the pas- 
toral care of you with the most 
ardent feelings of sincere gratitude 
and affection. You will easily 
apprehend that I could not form 
this resolution without a great deal 
of anguish, both with regard to 
those friends whom I am called 
upon to resign, and in reference to 
that great and difficult work which 
lies before me, in the care of your 
congregation and my academy. But 
Lhope that I have sincerelydevoted 
my soul to God and my Re- 
deemer; and, therefore, I would 
humbly yield myself up to what, 
in present circumstances, I appre- 
hend to be his will. I take this 
important step with fear and trem- 
bling, yet with an humble confi- 
dence in Him, and with the hope 
that, in the midst of these great 
difficulties, he will not leave me 
entirely destitute of that presence 
which I desire to prefer to every 
thing which life can bestow. 

‘* As for you, my brethren, let 
me entreat you, that if there be any 
consolation in Christ—if any com- 
fort of love—if any fellowship of 
the Spirit—if any bowels of mercy 
—fulfil ye my joy! Let me be- 
seech you to remember, that, by 
accepting your call, | have en- 
trusted the happiness of my life in 
your hands, Prepare yourselves, 
therefore, to cover my many infir- 
mities with the mantle of your 
love, and continue to treat me with 
the same kindness and gentleness 
as those dear and excellent friends 
have done, whom I am now about to 
leave, in compassion to your souls ; 
for God knows, that no temporal 
advantage you could have offered 
would have engaged me to relin- 
quish them. 

** May my Heavenly Father 
comfort my heart in what is now 
determined, by giving an abundant 
success to my ministrations a- 
mongst you, so that a multitude of 
souls may have reason to praise 
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him on that account ; and let me 
beg that you will bear me daily on 
your hearts before his throne in 
prayer; and seek for me that ex- 


traordinary assistance, without 
which I must infallibly sink under 
the great work I have thus under- 
taken. 

‘* T shall continue to recommend 
you, my dearly beloved, to the 
grace of Almighty God, the great 
Shepherd of his sheep, with that 
affection which now so peculiarly 
becomes your most devoted friend 
and servant, in the bonds of our 
common Lord, 

* Puitip DoppRIDGE.”* 


The following narrative of the 
subsequent proceedings, which ter- 
minated in his ordination, is tran- 
scribed from the church-book at 
Northampton, with which Mr. 
Doddridge opens the records of 
their business during his pastorate. 

“ After repeated solicitations, 
long deliberation, and earnest 
prayer to God for direction, I 
came to a resolution to accept the 
invitation of my dear and most af- 
fectionate friends at Northampton, 
on Saturday, December 6th, 1729, 
and certified the church of that re- 
solution by a letter that evening. 
1 removed from Harborough, and 
came to settle here on Wednesday, 
December 24th. On Thursday, 
March 19th, 1729-30, 1 was so- 
Jemnly set apart to the pastoral 
office, by prayer, and fasting, and 
imposition of hands. Mr. Good- 
rich began with prayer, and read- 
ing Eph. iv. Mr. Dawson prayed ; 
then Mr. Watson preached from 
1 Tim. iti.1. Mr, Norris then read 
the call of the church of which I 
declared my acceptance. He took 
my confession of faith and ordi- 
nation vows, and then proceeded 
to set me apart by prayer. Im- 
mediately afterwards, Mr. Clark, 





* Doddridge’s Correspondence, vol. ii. 
pp: 516—518. ' 
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of St. Albans, gave the charge to 
me. Mr. Saunders, of Kettering, 
the exhortation to the people, and 
Mr. Mattock concluded the whole 
solemnity by prayer. It was a de- 
lightful, and, L hope, it will prove 
a very profitable day. I write this 
memorandum of it under the re- 
mainder of a painful and threaten- 
ing illness, which detained me from 
my public work the ensuing sab- 
baths. The event is still dubious, 
but lL leave my life, and my dear 
flock, in the hand of the Great 
Shepherd, hoping what passed on 
my ordination-day will be an en- 
gagement to me to live more use- 
fully, or an encouragement to die 
more cheerfully than I should 
otherwise have done. Amen.” 

It is quite unnecessary to at- 
tempt a description of the pastoral 
character of Mr. Doddridge, as his 
valued biographer, Mr. Orton, has 
furnished us with an interesting 
chapter on “ His Discharge of his 
Ministry at Northampton.” We 
shall rather avail ourselves of those 
extracts from the church records 
at Northampton, which are in our 
pean. to illustrate the view 

e entertained of church order, and 
the manner in which he sought 
to preserve a godly discipline 
amongst them. The following ex- 
tracts relate to the appointment of 
elders to assist the pastor, and 
contain some interesting details of 
their official proceedings. 

** On the 4th of December, 1737, 
I proposed to the church to make 
choice of such persons as they: 
should think proper to assist me 
in visiting the flock and overseeing 
the conduct of its members. The no- 
mination of them was referred to 
the next church-meeting. The 
church having unanimously made 
choice of the Rev. Mr. Job Orton, 
and the Rev. Mr. John Evans, and 
also of Mr, Joha Brown, for 
elders, to assist the pastor in his 
eare of the Society, and having 


117 
desired also Mr. Samuel Hay- 
worth, by divine providence resi- 
dent amongst us, though a member 
of the church at Rowell, to assist 
by his council and labours in the 
same oflice, they were solemnly 
recommended to God by prayer, 
at the church-meeting on our pre- 
paration day. Feb. 26th, 1748, 
having then signified their accept- 
ance of the call, and after several 
meetings amongst themselves, with 
the concurrence of the pastor and 
deacons, they did on Friday, April 
3d, 1741, present to the church 
the following letter, which was 
most thankfully received, and in 
consequence of which, it was una- 
nimously agreed that there be a 
church-meeting extraordinary on 
Thursday, 16th inst. held to consi- 
der of the motion made by the elders 
and deacons in their said letter, and 
to proceed upon such cases of ab- 
senting members, as the elders 
shall then think proper to mention, 
and that the elders be empowered, 
in the name of the church, to de- 
mand the attendance of such per- 
sons in the manner they propose. 
And at the table of the Lord on 
Lord’s day, April 5th, 1741, the 
said letter was read again, and the 
order of Friday confirmed, by the 
unanimous consent of the whole 
church then assembled. 


** The Elders and Deacons of the 
Church AA Christ assembling on 
Castle Hill, Northampton, to their 
brethren of the Church, greeting. 

“ Dear Brethren, beloved in the 

Lord. 


«« As we are chosen, in concur- 
rence with our pastor, to watch over 
you and serve among you in offices 
relating to the public honour, edifi- 
cation, and comfort of the Society, 
we think it our duty to address 
ourselves to you, with one consent, 
on a subject which appears to us 
of very great importance, 

** You cannot but know, dear 
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brethren, that our Lord Jesus 
Christ, whose servants we are, 
has, by his apostles, commanded 
his churches that they withdraw 
themselves from every brother that 
walketh disorderly, and that, ac- 
cording to the traditions received 
from them, that they mark those 
that cause scandals among them ; 
and if any obey not the word, that 
they note that man, and have no 
fellowship with him, that he may 
be ashamed; and that if any bro- 
ther be a fornicator, or covetous, or 
railer, or drunkard, or extortioner, 
(and, upon the same principles, if 
he be a liar, or one that defrauds 
others) they should not eat with 
such an one, but that (though such 
as are without are to be referred to 
the judgment of God) they judge 
those that are within to put away 
from themselves such wicked per- 
sons. These, brethren, are the 
precepts of Christ, according to 
which, by our entering into 
church-fellowship, we engaged to 
walk, and we apprehend that a 
neglect of these precepts, and the 
discipline of the Church of Christ, 
which should be founded upon 
them, is a great evil, which often 

rovokes God to withdraw from 
his people, and hinder the success 
of other ordinances while this is 
neglected. 

“ We do, therefore, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, beseech 
you that you would attend to these 
precepts, and would consent to 
proper measures for the regular 
exercise of discipline amongst us ; 
and, as we have observed that se- 
veral have withdrawn themselves 
from the table of the Lord, though 
their names stand as members 
among us, we desire the church 
would take it into consideration, 
and that if it shall be found, as we 
fear it will, that some have with- 
drawn on account of such irregu- 
larities in their behaviour as have 
given scandal and offence, we can- 


Historical Account of the Congregational Church 





[ March, 


not think the matter ought to rest 
merely in their withdrawing from 
us, but that it is our duty, as a 
church, solemnly to admonish them, 
and where the offence has been 
great and public, to separate them 
from our communion till God shall 
give them repentance to the ac- 
knowledgment of their sin, after 
which it is our undoubted duty, on 
a suitable time of trial, with proper 
declarations of their repentance, 
to admit them again in the spirit 
of love and rejoicing in their re- 
covery. 

‘* We do, therefore, in concur- 
rence with our pastor, by whose 
approbation we write these things, 
exhort you in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that you enter 
into a serious disquisition of these 
things, and advise that you ap- 
point a day on which they may be 
solemnly p Soo Raseey at which the 
members of the church shall be 
present, and such only; at which 
time we, the elders, are ready to 
exhibit a list of several persons 
absenting themselves from commu- 
nion, of whose cases the chureh 
will do well to judge, that such 
measures may be taken concerning 
them as the precepts of our com- 
mon Lord direct; and we desire 
that the elders may now be com- 
missioned, in the name of the 
church, to give notice to such per- 
sons as they shall think proper to 
attend at that meeting, that if they 
have any thing to offer in favour of 
themselves, and their own conduct, 
they may be heard, and all due re- 
gard may be paid to their defence ; 
they being also, in the name of the 
church, informed that if they do 
not attend, their absenting them- 
selves, without special reason as- 
signed, will be taken as a confes- 
sion of their being incapable of 
offering any excuse, so that the 
church will accordingly proceed 
against them. To this, as our una- 
nimous advice to the church, we 
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have here set our hands, that if 
any of us then should be absent, 
our approbation of these measures 
may be evidently declared ; and 
we pray that God may guide you 
in all your deliberations and reso- 
lutions to the glory of his name, 
and the honour and edification of 
this Society.” Signed by the four 
elders and six deacons. 

The special meeting which this 
admirable letter recommended was 
accordingly held, and amongst 
other painful cases, were several 
failures in credit amongst the 
members, which led to the 
adoption of the followiug reso- 
lution, which deserves to be tran- 
scribed into every congregational 
church-book throughout the king- 
dom. 

** On this sad occasion, the fol- 
rte order was unanimously 
agreed to by the church. It is 
the unanimous judgment of this 
church, that the frequent acts of 
bankruptcy which have happened 
in dissenting congregations, as well 
as elsewhere, have brought so 
great a dishonour on religion, and 
occasioned so much mischief and 
reproach, that we think ourselves 
obliged in duty to enter our public 
protest and caution on this head ; 
and we do hereby declare, that if 
any person in stated communion 
with us shall become a bankrupt, 
or, as it is commonly expressed, 
fail in the world, he must expect 
to be cut off from our body, unless 
he do within two months give to 


the church, by the elders, either in: 


word or writing, such an account 
of his affairs as shall convince us 
that his fall was owing not to his 
own sin or folly, but to the af- 
flicting hand of God upon him ; in 
which case, far from adding afllic- 
tion to the afflicted, we hope that 
as God shall enable us, we shall 
be able to vindicate, comfort and 
assist him, as his friends and bre- 
thren in Christ.” Signed in the 


assembling at Castle Hill Meeting House, Northampton. 
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name and presence of the church, 
this first day of May, 1741. 
*«* PHILIP DoppRIDGE, Pastor. 
J. ORTON, 
S. Hayworth, 
Joun Brown, 
Joun Evans, 

Tn the same year Job Orton was 
removed to Shrewsbury, and the 
letters recommending him to the 
church appeared lately in our Ma- 
gazine. 

The following extracts are very 
interesting not only as they show 
the familiar acquaintance Dr. Dod- 
dridge had with the state of his 
church, but as the reference to the 
number of members and the in- 
crease of the church will furnish 
data for a grateful comparison be- 
tween the state of that Society, 
which was then considered as large 
and important, with that of the 
leading congregational churches of 
the present day. 

«* Some remarks which have oc- 
curred to me on the state of the 
church since January 1st, 1747, 
which I note for the instruction of 
any future pastor. Atthe timeabove- 
mentioned I took a review of the 
number of church-members which 
I found more decreased since Mi- 
chaelmas, 1745, than I ever knew 
it to be in double that time, for I 
found that time since we have re- 
ceived only 15 members, and have 
lost 17, and of these 17, 12 have 
died, or removed, this last year; 
and only 8-of the 14 have been 
admitted this year, so that our de- 
crease since Michaelmas, 1745, is 
2; and since this time twelve- 
months, on the whole, 4; a very 
discouraging circumstance, espe- 
cially considering how much I 
have abounded in exhortation to 
the Lord’s table during the last year. 
—N.B. The omission of the names 
of 3 sirtce recollected, who were ad- 
mitted in 1746, made the state of 
affairs appear more melancholy 
than I afterwards found it to be. 


Elders.” 
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In looking over the account for 
five years, 1749, I found that 22 
had been admitted, and 22 re- 
moved by death or otherwise, so 
that we were just as at the begin- 
ing of the five years, in all 239.” 
It appears that the average num- 
ber of members admitted to the 


On the Importance of an improved 


[March, 
church was much greater during 
the former part of the Doctor’s mi- 
nistry, as, in a note written May 
2d, 1748, he records the fact of 
his having admitted, from the time 
of his settlement, 299, including 
78 who had been his pupils. 
( To be continued. ) 





ON THE IMPORTANCE OF AN IMPROVED THOUGH UNAUTHORIZED 
VERSION OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


To the Editors.—Tue Essay in 
your number for February, on the 
Expediency of a Revised and Im- 
proved Version of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in the English language, 
will, I trust, tend to diffuse, 
through the Christian commu- 
nity at large, the conviction which 
has long been felt by that portion 
of it which is prepared, by a just 
knowledge of the subject, to judge 
of its importance. 

Unfortunately the conviction has 
hitherto been suffered to evaporate 
in mere complaints; those who 
have best understood it have been 
content with that remedy which 
their own means have supplied ; 
they have not taken the measures 
for awakening others to a sense of 
their disadvantages, from a fear 
that they were only exciting a 
feeling of want, which there was 
little or no prospect of imme- 
diately either removing or miti- 
gating. And this, it may be ap- 
prehended, will long continue the 
case, provided it be taken for 
granted that the evil can only be 
removed, either partially or totally, 
by a new Version ‘ published by 
Authority.” 

Taking that as a condition, 
sine qua non, it may well be asked, 
what hope can be entertained that 
those placed in “ civil anthority” 
over us, will think of the subject, 
until some constraining influence 
(as in the case of the last revision) 
shall imperatively force it upon 
them; and then is it not pro- 


bable that the task will be com- 
mitted to those who have “an 
authority,” or which, best, is 
acknowledged by the minority 
only of the community at large, 
and in whose dispositions and 
qualifications for the impartial and 
scriptural execution of the work, 
a still more limited measure of 
confidence would be found. 

But to rise above these inferior 
considerations, whose prerogative 
is it to possess the Scriptures? to 
whose custody are they com- 
mitted? Is it the entire church, 
or is it only a partial division of 
it? Is the Established Church, 
as sanctioned by civil enactments, 
the divinely appointed custos of 
the Holy Treasure, the channel 
through which alone it is to be 
meted out, ad libitum, to the whole 
church in these kingdoms. 

I am not unaware of the im- 
port, as fixed by the laws, of the 
term ‘‘authorized version,” and 
the bounds which must necessarily 
be put to the use of any version 
not so supported. But this does 
not affect the question of the 
British and American Churches 
being put in possession of a faithful 
and accurate version of those re- 
cords, on which their faith and 
hope rest. It cannot but be a 
treasure to those who are inclined 
to use it; and as light always 
dissipates darkness, and truth ex- 
pels errors, in the issue, the genuine 
version will gradually prevail over 
the faulty one, however propped 
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up by enactments, and in the end 
force the measure of a new ‘‘ au- 
thorized version,” amidst the blaze 
of light which its precursor has 

ad abroad, and which will be 

safest condition under which 
an *‘ authorized translation” could 
be entered upon, admitting it to 
be right that it should be so un- 
dertaken at all. 

For, let me ask, why should the 
ehurch refer to the secular power 
for such a boon? Is it because it 
acknowledges the right of the state 
to decide upon the meaning of the 
eharter of human salvation; or is 
it because the united body of 
those who best understand the 
genuine import of these divine 
oracles, do not possess the human 
literature which is necessary to 
effect the work. I have no doubt 
where the prerogative and the 

7 lie—of giving to the 
illiterate, within the church, and 
the ignorant out of it, the know- 
ledge of that Revelation which is 
able to make wise to salvation ; 
and I have as little on the ques- 
tion, as to with whom the fittest 
qualifications are to be found. 
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The translation executed most 
closely to the spirit of the original 
record ; the most accordant’ with 
the end for which it is given; the 
most free from the bias of human 
systems and constitutions; with 
the most accurate knowledge of 
human nature; with competent 
stores of biblical and general lite- 
rature, (though of the kind con- 
sidered as classical, they were not 
of the profoundest order,) chas- 
tened by the grace of God in the 
hearts of their possessors would 
prove the best that could be pro- 
duced, and adequate to all the 
wants of the church and the com- 
munity. 

If these imperfect sketches of 
thought, on so important a sub- 
ject, appear to you worthy of 
being a sequel to your former 
paper, I will endeavour to furnish, 
for your following number, some 
suggestions as to the means of 
attaining the desired benefit, and 
of removing from the British 
churches the opprobrium of having 
so long supinely submitted to the 
privation. 

‘Eppnvene. 





ON THE PECULIARITIES OF CHRISTIANITY RESPECTING 
BRITISH MOTHERS, 


* A mother in Israel.” 
Deborah’s Song. 
BRITISH maternal character wants 
only a larger infusion of Chris- 
tian principle, in order to rival that 
of the mothers in Israel, which 
Revelation has so openly and 
hogeurably embalmed. For, if 
even the floating influences of our 
national Christianity render Bri- 


tish mothers superior to levity, 
frivolity, and sentimentality; what 
might they not be, if fully under 
the special influence of all the 

and principles of the glori- 


ous Gospel? They are not, 
N.S, NO. 63, 


Ow- 


ever, at large, aware of the aspect 
of that oe upon their condi- 
tion and character. Its _ pecu- 
liarities, in their favour, are not 
familiar to many of them. From 
oversight, or humility, they mis- 
take much of the economy of 
mercy in their. own case. The 
attention of British mothers is, 
therefore, most respectfully soli- 
cited to the following peculiarities 
of Revelation, in reference to their 
character and duties. i 
Itis as truly, as frequently said, 
that women, and mothers. espe- 
cially, owe much to Christianity. 
Wherever it is aia ed are de- 
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graded and oppressed. Where- 
ever it is, they employ their pro- 
per rank and influence. _Chris- 
tianity is thus the ark and the 
covenant of their rights. This is, 
however, but a small part. of the 
special provision, which the glori- 
ous Gospel has made for. their 
temporal and spiritual welfare. 
For, besides restoring them to 
their natural ce in the scale 
of society, and throwing open to 
them, in common with men, all 
the fountains of grace and mercy, 
the Gospel employs its strongest 
motives to strengthen their claims 
upon the loving-kindness of their 
husbands and children. ‘* Hus- 
bands, love your wives, even as 
yee fi on Tha ah 

i ‘or it.” us the 

me ee which enforces and 
confirms all the claims of God 
and the Lamb, is brought to bear 
directly and fully u their do- 
mestic happiness. Their husbands 
are solemnly bound to feed and 
fan conjugal affection at the high 
and holy altar of redeeming love. 
The mother, who is not struck 
and affected by these scriptural 
facts, may well blush at her own 
insensibility and ingratitude. For, 
** what more,” could God or the 
Saviour do, to render her person 
sacred, and her rights inviolable ? 
The 1 places her, like the 
mother Jesus, nearest to the 
cross, and commends her to the 
heart of her husband, as Jesus 
commended Mary to the care of 
John, It is not, therefore, the 
fault of Christianity, if any hus- 
band is unkind, or inattentive. 
He sins in the face of the bright- 
est lights, and the strongest laws, 
which emanate from Calvary on 
earth, or from the eternal throne 
in heaven. . His conduct ought 
not, therefore, to divert her atten- 
tion from the claims of the Sa- 
viour on her love and obedience. 
These are immenseand immutable, 
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however ill her husband may act. 
His disregard of the sacred obli- 
gations laid upon him, will not 
excuse nor palliate her neglect of 
the great salvation. God is not 
unkind; the Saviour is not un- 
feeling, whatever her partner may 


It is not, of course, easy, under 
such circumstances, and whilst the 
heart is almost broken, and the 
_— sunk or soured, to give all 

at attention to eternal things, 
which they demand and deserve. 
It is not, however, impossible. 
For one grand design of the ever- 
lasting covenant is, to furnish 
** consolation,” when our ** house 
is not so” as the heart wished and 
hoped it would be. There is balm 
in Gilead, and a Physician too, 
for the wounds of the maternal 
heart, however deep or inflamed 
these wounds may be. But, if 
both are neglected or trifled with, 
let no one wonder that such a 
mother is miserable. She cannot 
be otherwise, whilst she thus ‘‘ de- 
spises her own mercies.” Indeed, 
one chief cause of her misery is,— 
her ingratitude to the God of sal- 
vation. For there is no mystery 
in the trials of any mother who 
trifles with the great salvation. 
They may be all utterly unde- 
served, so far as her character and 
conduct relate to her husband. 
He alone may deserve the whole 
blame of making her unhappy. 
But however good or strong the 
case which she could made out in 
— own behalf, and against him, 

er misery is no » if she 
has never given tod beens to the 
religion of Christ. That religion 
takes such an interest in mothers 
—makes such ample and honour- 
able provision for the comfort of 
mothers—opens such a field for 
the usefulness of mothers—and is 
so prepared and pledged to bless 
and sanctify their influence, that, 
if they neglect it, or withhold 
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their hearts from it, the Provi- 
dence which guards it must punish 


them. For, to spare them en- 
tirely, or very much, whilst they 
are over-looking or evading the 
high claims of salvation and eter- 
nity, would be cruelty and injus- 
tice to their children. It is, there- 
fore, to check the heedlessness or 
heartlessness of such mothers, 
that Providence makes their path 
thorny, and their crosses heavy. 
They cannot train up their chil- 
dren in the nurture nor in the 
admonition of the Lord, whilst 
they themselves do not love the 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity ; 
and, therefore, God wil] not allow 
their children to see them happy 
until they see them holy. 

It is no refutation of this argu- 
ment to say, that there are many 
happy mothers who have no reli- 
gion. ‘There are happy maniacs 
in Bedlam; and a mother who is 
happy without ** a good hope 
through grace,” is a moral maniac, 
however she may sing or smile, 
For, how can that be happiness, 
which excludes God and the Lamb 
from the heart, and prayer from the 
house! 

And as this argument is not re- 
futed by the mistaken gaiety of such 
mothers, neither is it affected by 
the trials of pious mothers. They 
are not, indeed, exempt from trials, 
nor always superior to their in- 
fluence ; but no “ believing wife,” 
would exchange lots with an ‘‘ un- 
believing wife,’ whatever were the 
domestic comforts of the latter. 
The former would be wretched, 
and would count herself a wretch, 
if without the fear of God and the 
love of Christ. Whatever, there- 
fore, be her trials, or however they 
may tempt her, at times, to im- 
patience, she never thinks of pur- 
chasing relief from them, by aban- 
doning religion. Even if her reli- 
gion be one cause of her domestic 
sufferings, she feels through all 
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her soul, that to give it up, would 
be to barter eternal happiness. in 
heaven for aarewey peace at 
home. Nor is this the only feel- 
ing which keeps her firm in her 
principles : she feels too, that she 
could not enjoy any domestic 
comfort, apart from the approba- 
tion of Ged and conscience. How 
could she? A woman who knows 
and believes the Gospel, must see, 
as by sun-beams, that if she turn 
her back upon God and the Sa- 
viour, she cuts herself off from 
happiness, both here and here- 
after. 

Another striking peculiarity of 
the Gospel, in reference to mo- 
thers, is, that it appeals to their 
maternal tenderness, and employs 
that tenderness to illustrate its 
own fulness and freeness, The 
God of salvation has chosen the 
maternal heart as the chief em- 
blem of his own heart. When he 
would illustrate his pity, or his 
impartiality, towards them who 
fear him, he draws the emblems 
from a father’s heart; but, when 
the ardour and unchangeableness 
of his love to them ure to be 
shadowed forth, mothers alone 
furnish the types. Isa. xlix. 15. 
Thus they are associated with the 
brightest stars of heaven, and with 
the sweetest flowers of the earth, 
as images of the beauty and bene- 
volence of Divine love. 

It is not without ial and 
gracious design, that Revelation 
has thus consecrated the tender- 
ness which Providence has im- 

lanted in the maternal bosom. 

he same hand that strung the 
love-chords of a mother’s heart, 
strikes from them the music of 
the Gospel—expressly for a mo- 
ther’s ear. She cannot always 
visit the sanctuary on the Sabbath, 
Her attendance at the house of 
God is liable to many iaterrup- 
tions, during the infancy and ill- 
ness of her children. She cannot 
R 2 
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always ‘ do the things she would,” 
nor all the things which others do, 
in -the public service of God. 
But to balance these privations, 
whilst they are inevitable, and to 
prevent them from injuring her 
spiritual and eternal interests, 
whilst they last, God has wisely 
and kindly made her own heart 
the image of his heart, that she 
might be able to preach the Gos- 
a to herself at home, when un- 
able to hear it in the sanctuary. 
In order to see and feel that 
‘Gop 1s Love,” a mother has 
only to look within herself, whilst 
her own heart is thrilling with 
tenderness, or throbbing with com- 
passion over her children. These 
maternal yearnings and emotions 
are living lectures on the charac- 
ter of the God of salvation. Thus, 
by this fine arrangement between 
nature and grace, God has fully 
provided for the religious improve- 
ment of mothers, when their do- 
mestic duties necessarily keep 
them at home. Then, their own 
hearts become ‘lively oracles” 
of the Gospel, if they interpret 
their own maternal feelings agree- 
ably to the spirit of the Gospel. 
It is on behalf of their souls, 
what their own love and sympathy 
are on behalf -of their children, 
Thus a mother’s heart may be to 
herself ‘* the candle of the Lord,” 
when she cannot sit under “ the 
golden candlestick” of Zion. It 
is adapted and intended to be so ; 
and it would be so, were the word 
of God allowed to inform and 
affect it well. 

It is much to be regretted, that 
this scriptural view of maternal 
love is not more familiar. It is 
eminently calculated to produce 
and improve maternal piety. Some 
mothers, from natural timidity, or 
mistaken views of the Gospel, are 
afraid to hope in God, or to take 
comfort from his promises, They 
are not averse to religion in gene- 
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ral, nor ill affected to the plan of 


salvation by grace. They wish 
and desire to be true Christians. 
They think and pray often about 
their souls. But they do not see 
their own way or welcome to the 
hope of salvation. They dare not 
venture to lay hold upon Christ 
for eternal life. Such mothers 
have, however, within themselves 
ap answer to all their doubts and 
fears in this matter, What is it? 
not a heart that needs no divine 
change; nor yet a better heart 
than men, towards God and god- 
liness; no. But a tender mother 
has towards her children a heart, 
which, in its maternal love, isa 
living exemplification of the heart 
of God. e feels for her soul, 
in its peril, all the solicitude she 
felt when hanging over her suf- 
fering or dying infant. He is as 
willing to welcome her at the 
cross, as ever she was to lift her 
weeping child from the cradle to 
her bosom. He will be as much 
shame to see her hoping in Christ 
or salvation, as ever she was to 
see her babe smile again, after a 
fit ora fever. ‘* The Lord taketh 
pleasure in them that fear him, and 
in them that hope in his - 
Thus a mother, desirous ‘ to be 
found in Christ,” has no more 
reason to fear rejection, than her 
babe has to fear for its life in her 
arms. The Saviour will no more 
cast out a praying mother, than 
she would cast away her first 
born. The Holy Spirit will no 
more refuse to renew and help 
her, than she would refuse to feed 
her child. She has not, indeed, 
such natural claims upon the love 
or pity of God, as her ehildren 
have upon her heart and hand. 
No one has any natural or legal 
claim upon mercy. Mercy is not, 
however, less certain, because it is 
a free gift, than if it were a just 
debt, e word of God is as good 
for a gift, as it could be for a debt; 
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because God cannot lie. 


Now, 
as he has promised to be all that 
to us, and to do all that for us, 
which we are bound to be and do 
for our children, and infinitely 
more; his promise may be safely 
trusted, and its fulfilment calcu- 
lated upon ; for it is confirmed by 
an oath, and ratified by the blood 
of his Son. 

There is another peculiarity of 
Christianity, in reference to mo- 
thers, which deserves particular 
attention. It makes their domestic 
duties religious duties, ‘This fact 
is too much overlooked, and too 
seldom explained, The conse- 
quence is, some mothers imagine 
that it is impossible to be reli- 
gious, whilst their children require 
so much attention. They even 
say, that their hearts and hands 
are kept so full, from morning till 
night, that they cannot read, nor 
pray, nor think of any thing but 
their family. This is, however, an 
exaggerated and caricatured view 
of “femily affairs, Children must 
sleep at times. Mothers must rest 
at intervals. The intervals may 
be both short and irregular; but 
they are quite sufficient for all the 
reading and prayer, which God 
expects from ‘ nursing mothers,” 
Besides, if God have any thing to 
do with the life, health, or welfare 
of our children, the utter neglect 
of prayer is a flagrant negroes of 
parental duty. It is likely also 
to draw upon parents the chastis- 
ing rod of God; and, when they 


are laid aside, what is to become 


of their children then? How can 
a sick father work for his family, 
or a sick mother watch over them? 
O! no policy is so short-sighted 
as that which, under the pretence 
of family claims, sets aside the 
claims of God and the soul. It is 
the direct way of periling, in time 
and eternity, all that parents hold 
dear, The system may not entail 
immediate domestic judgments ; 
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but it is sure to end fatally, if not 
abandoned. 

But, how easily may it be aban- 
doned by well disposed mothers ? 
No class im society have fewer 
changes to make in their habits, 
and line of conduct. No class, 
fewer temptations to surmount. 
Their domestic duties are indeed 
many and engrossing, and even 
harassing at times; but they have 
not, like the bustle of the world, 
a tendency to harden or corrupt 
the heart. The usual conduct of 
domestic mothers would be prac- 
tical religion of the very best kind, 
if the motives of it were religious. 
It wants only right principles, in 
order to be true holiness. Did 
love to God and the Saviour run 
through the doing and enduring 
of exemplary mothers, as love to 


their children influences them, 
their industry, and patience, and 
devotedness to their ily, would 


be picty of the highest order— 
working, watching, nursing, plan- 
ning for the comfort of her chil- 
dren, might all and easily be 
rendered service to God, as well 
as to her children; yea, glory to 
God, as well as a credit to herself, 
were such a mother to bring into 
her system the influence of the 
love of Christ. She has not toe 
change her plan, but to increase 
her principles, She has not to 
lessen her attention to her family, 
but to prolong it in the fear of 
God. She has not to become 
less a mother, but more a Chris- 
tian, 

If these hints and facts throw 
any light apon the subject of ma- 
ternal piety, and prove that it is 
as practicable as it is imperative, 
the subject may be still farther 
commended and endeared, by a 
review of the REWARDS which 
usually accompany such piety. 
Now, it secures to a mother 


‘love and esteem of her children. A 


pious mother never can be forgot- 
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ten nor despised by any one of 
them. She may be forsaken, for 
a time, by a prodigal son, or 
grieved by a foolish daughter; 
but neither can forget her, or 
lightly esteem her. Her character 
is placed beyond the reach of 
scorn in their hearts. Whatever 
else they may shake off, they can- 
not shake off the memory of her 
maternal holiness. Even if they 
come to laugh at religion, they 
dare not laugh at her religion. 
Home durst not ridicule his me- 
ther’s piety. 

Now, even this degree of moral 
influence is worth securing. Could 


the minds of her sons be ne far- 
ther magnetized by a godly mo- 
ther, than just to prevent them 
from thinking meanly of her god- 
liness, she has not laboured in 
vain, She has implanted in their 
inmost soul an imperishable con- 
viction of the beauty of holiness, 
which will haunt them in all their 
wanderings, and most. likely be 
the means of reclaiming them. 
But this, although not “ a small 
thing,” is the least part of the 
reward. None of their labour of 
love shall be, eventually, ** vain in 
the Lord.” 

Dalston. R. P. 





ON THE BEST METHOD OF PROMOTING A GENERAL 
CONGREGATIONAL UNION. 


To the Edttors—Accert my 
warmest thanks for the admirable 
effort, in your late Supplement, to 
introduce our churches and minis- 


ters to an acquaintance with each 
other, however variously situated 
in the United Kingdom. No doubt 
many others feel the same grati- 
tude, and I sincerely hope that 
our friends will encourage you to 
continue this triennial register, 


which, as you observe must be 
attended with toil and expense. 
Could you prevail on each Secre- 
tary of the County Associations 
to promise a letter immediately 
after their autumnal meeting, once 
in three years, your labour would 
be comparatively easy, and your 
list far more correct; otherwise, 
as in this county, the names of 
ministers deceased, and other in- 
accuracies, must necessarily occur, 

You state, ‘‘ that the want of a 
formal union among our denomina- 
tion, is its greatest bane, and most 
common ” If I cannot 
admit this expression in all its 
extent, it is chiefly because I 
know that our County Associa- 
tions are gradually removing this 





evil, and wiping away this re- 
proach. Some of them are cha- 
racterized with all those features 
of union of which our denomina- 
tion is perhaps capable; others 
are increasing in sympathy and 
energy, and new ones are forming 
almost every year. Indeed, any 
general project of union, until 
these provincial links are cast, 
would render all attempts to form 
an effective chain absurd and use- 
less, 

Permit me also to observe, that 
the more we are acquainted with 
the origin and history uf our con- 
gregational churches in England, 
the less we shall be surprised at 
the want of a formal union among 
earlier nonconformists. As to 
later periods, the struggle which 
many of them have had with fatal 
errors, ,» and 
lar interests, sufficiently account 
for the failure of various attempts 
at a ral union, Happily a 
more favourable tide is setting in : 
we are approximating in brotherly 
love and benevolent exertion ; and 
I venture to predict, that your 
valuable periodical will have the 
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honour of ultimately effecting this 
junction. Indeed, should you 
fail here, I shall despair almost of 
witnessing so glorious a result. 
The press, the , devoted to the 
best, the spiritual interests of our 
body, will certainly accomplish 
that to which individuals, however 
respectable, and associations, how- 
ever venerable, are inadequate. 
I hope, therefore, that you will 
always leave a corner in your 
periodical, for recording the an- 
nual efforts of our local associa- 
tions, These alone can be fully 
acquainted with the difficulties of 
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many of our little sister churches, 
and could to the general 
body in their favour with double 
effect. A circulation must be 
kept up between the heart and 
toes. ‘* The eye must no longer 
say unto the hand, I have. no need 
of thee, nor yet the head to the 
feet, I have no need of thee; for 
as the body is one, and has many 
members, and all the members of 
that one body being many are one 
body, so also is Christ.” 
I remain, your's truly, 

Unus Frarrum. 

Monmouth. 





REMARKS ON THE REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


AND what do we understand 
by @ revival of reliyion? Clear 
and distinct views concerning it, 
are obviously of essential moment. 
Without such views, it will be 
impossible for us to entertain ac- 
curate ideas, either of its import- 
ance, or of the manner in which it 
is to be brought about; and there 
will be a danger, if we direct any 
attention to it, of our running into 
errors and absurdities, calculated 
to prove more detrimental to the 
interests of piety, than even sloth, 
insensibility, or worldliness, It 
cannot be questioned, that, in 
multitudes of instances, revivals 
of religion are considered to take 
place, which, on being analyzed, 
would turn out to be mere excite- 
ments of natural sensibility; or 
which, at best, consist only in 
evanescent impressions, occasioned 
by the influence of circumstances. 
It does not follow, because an in- 
dividual, under the faithful minis- 
try of the word, has experienced 
the upbraidings of an awakened 
aan, that he is therefore a 
converted character, and a subject 
of divine grace; and, in like 
manner, it does not follow, be- 


cause an individual, who professes 
the eg and really participates 
in its blessings, has felt himself 


convicted, and condemned, by the 
statements and ee 


of in- 
spired truth, as they have been 

resented to his attention in the 

ouse of God, that he is therefore 
effectually roused from his to 4 
and that henceforward, he will 
assuredly be more diligent, more 
circumspect, and more active; and 
neither does it follow, because, on 
some occasion of peculiar and 
unusual interest, a Christian church 
may evince an extraordinary de- 
gree of seriousness, and have an 
extraordinary glow of sacred feel- 
ing kindled in the bosoms of its 
members, that that church is con- 


sequently thriving, and on the 


way to great eminence and dis- 
tinction amongst the Israel of God, 
Not, indeed, that the writer has 
an unfriendly sentiment in refe- 
rence to special seasons of devo- 
tion, or considers them to be of 
trifling importance. On the con- 
trary, he is deeply persuaded of their 
desireableness—can perceive that 
the highest advantages are caleu- 
lated to result from them—aad 
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considers the frequeacy with which 
they are observed, as one of the 
most favourable and animating 
signs of ow tage. But the 
spirit in which t are set apart, 
and the effect te which het 'a0s 
productive, will not always bear 
a scriptural investigation, and will 
not always do to be trusted. Me- 
lancholy facts might be adduced 
te prove the ungodliness of the 
one, and the insufficiency of the 
other; and to demonstrate that, 
in too many cases, the early dew, 
and the morning cloud, are the most 
correct representations of the good- 
ness thus originated, both of in- 
dividuals and of societies. Much 
enthusiasm may be awakened ; but 
enthusiasm is quite distinct from 
religion: and as there may be en- 
thusiasm where there is not the 
existence of religion, so there may 
be enthusiasm without any revival 
of religion. A great deal of noise 
and bustle may be occasioned ; 
but, inasmuch as piety, like a 
majestic river, is always stillest 
when it is deepest, and always 
heard the least when it is seen 
and felt the most, the fact of 
there being such noise and bustle, 
would seem to intimate, that the 
ane makes it must be shal- 


Ft seen 
religion is a habit of 
thinking, of feeling, and of acting, 
origi by the influence of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, brought into 
contact with the conscience and 
the heart, by the power of the 
Divine Spirit. It is an impression 
and a character given to the inner 
men, and = lified in ret 

t of the life, eo ndin 

Gasuuneuet coulbewey of the 
eeie oy hou ast 
arising out ngent 
<soritions of pry Mo guilt, sin- 
par and ee ~ e. It 
faith, or a sim > 
for pardon and eternal life, upon 
the merit of Christ, resulting from 
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a clear discernment of the absolute 
necessity of his obedience and 
sacrifice, and a firm persuasion 
of the suitableness and all-suffi- 
ciency of what he has done and 
suffered as the representative of 
sinners. It is ituality, ocea- 
sioned by correct ions 
ef the nature and attributes of 
God, the dignity and condescen- 
sion of the Saviour, and the va- 
rious offices of the Holy Ghost, 
and by an abiding sense of the 
infinite superiority of heavenly 
and eternal things, over these 
which are earthly and temporal. 
And it is zeal—zeal, aiming at the 
advancement of the divine glory, 
and the good of the moral aeld 
—co uent upon accurate views 
of Ey A t Beuwrils and 
vivid perceptions of the natural 
state of man—prompted and sti- 
mulated by an experimental ac- 
quaintance with the os of the 
gospel—and springing from gra- 
fitude for podtomtag aud distin- 


guishing grace. Let an individual 
possess these ingredients of cha- 
racter, and he them 


— a grain of mustard seed, 
their existence be scarcel 
discernible, it will not be denied, 
that such an individual is the sub- 
ject of true religion. They are 
sentiments and dispositions which 
cannot be produced, except by 
the regenerating energy of divine 
power, and which, therefore, con- 
stitute a grand distinction between 
renewed and unrenewed persons, 
They are seriptural, and, conse- 
quently, sure indications of a work 
of upon the soul. 

Now, a revival of religion, de- 
notes, I apprehend, in the proper 
and legi signification of the 
term, (or at least, in the sense in 
which alone we ought to wnder- 
stand it,) an increase of . 
And, inasmuch as religion a 
personal , and consists in 
the several peculiarities which 
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have been specified, a revival of 
— evidently requires the 
production of those peculiarities 
where at present they do not exist; 
and their obvious growth and im- 
provement where they have al- 
ready been implanted. 

Feelings of godly sorrow, and a 
deep sense of moral and spiritual 
destitution, must be awakened in 
hearts that have been hitherto 
proud and self-righteous. Christ, 
in the perfection of his obedience 
—the freeness and completeness of 
his atonement—and the sanctifying 
influence of his grace, must become 
the chief among ten thousand, in 
the estimation of such as now dis- 
cern in him neither form nor come- 
liness, and can perceive no reason 
why they should desire him. Those 
who are earthly and carnal, and 
who, as yet, have only sought to 
allay their thirst for happiness, at 
the broken cisterns of this’ world, 
must be constrained to set their 
affections on things which are 
above. And those who live, day 
after day, and year after year, as 
if they were their own, must be 
-brought to regard themselves as the 

y of Christ, and to pray 

ith the subdued and convicted 

persecutor of Tarsus, Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do. 

In the experience of real Chris- 
tians, that abandonment of hope 
as to their own righteousness and 
merits, caused by the first opera- 
tions of grace upon their hearts, 
must grow into a more powerful 
sense of personal unworthiness—a 
more entire renunciation of self— 
a more habitual meekness and low- 
liness of spirit—and a deeper abase- 
ment of soul before the Most High ; 
that reliance upon the vicarious 
and propitiatory mediation of the 
Son of God, which they have 
discovered to be essential to their 

i and safety, and which 
they have been brought to exercise, 

N.S. NO. 63, 


must become more simple, more 
confiding, and more affectionate ; 
those sentiments and feelings in 
reference to the world and the 
things of the world, and in refe- 
rence to eternity and its incompa- 
rable grandeurs, which the influence 
of divine truth, as revealed and 
applied by the Holy Spirit, has 
excited in their bosoms, must rise 
to a far higher tone of heavenly- 
mindedness; and those anxieties 
respecting the souls of men—the 
establishment and extension of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, and the ge- 
neral interests of real godliness, 
which can never be wholly absent 
from the heart of one who has 
tasted that the Lord is gracious, 
must have more warmth and ear- 
neatness thrown into them—must be 
rendered more influential — and 
must lead to more devout, decided, 
generous, and frequent practical 
results, Yes, in order to there 
being a revival of religion amongst 
us, there must just be amongst us, 
more humility, more faith, more 
spirituality, and more zeal. 

That such a revival is necessary, 
cannot be questioned. «The state 
of multitudes around us, proves 
that it is—the opinion entertained 
of religious professors, by the world, 
proves that it is—the conviction 
of the church respecting itself, 
nos that it is—and, my fellow. 

hristians, your own consciences 
tell you that it is. 

Look abroad, over the immense 


territory presenting itself to your 


view on every side, which is still a 
moral desert, notwithstanding all 
the culture that has been bestowed 
upon it. How seldom do we hear 
any noise, or perceive any rustling 
in the valley of dry bones! How 
seldom do we meet with instances 
of evangelical repentance, and of 
sound and saving conversion !— 
How rare is the spectacle of a 
sinner, pricked to an pani ar- 
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rested in his course of iniquity, 
turned from the errors and follies 
of ungodliness, and working his 
way through the entanglements of 
depravity and the darkness of guilt, 
up to the cross! And how conti- 
nually are we obliged to retire, 
- after the Sabbath’s exercises have 
been brought to a close, with the 
disheartening impression, that we 
have laboured in vain, and that we 
have been spending our strength for 
nought ! hat a stoical frigidity 
—what an impenetrable hardness 
—what an inveterate and defying 
wordliness—what an awful and 
appalling deadness there is in the 
moral condition of not a few com- 
posing our assemblies! O ye who 
ave sat for ten, twenty, or per- 
haps thirty years under the minis- 
try of the Gospel, but who are 
every day furnishing unequivocal 
evidences of utter destitution as 
to the. one thing needful!. Little 
do ye know of the discourage- 
ment and the dispiritedness pro- 
duced in the bosoms of your mi- 
nisters; little do ye know of the 
distraction and desperation to which 
they are not unfrequently driven, 
by the thought of your melancholy 
state! What more could have 
been done for you than has been 
done: and yet, instead of being 
at all the better, ye seem to be 
pues worse ! Ye appear to 
ve settled down upon your lees! 
and it is as if there were nothing 
that could avail to disturb you, ex- 
cept the tempest of the final day! 
© yes, but there is—there is an arm 
that can reach you, far as ye have 
gone astray—there is a finger that 
ean excite emotion in your hearts, 
insensible as they have become— 
there is a voice that can rouse your 
energies, sluggish and torpid as 
they have hitherto been — and 
should our sanctuaries prove the 
scenes of any eminent revival of 
religion, these dry bones will live, 
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and from amongst them will rise up 
decided, courageous, faithful, and, 
eventually, triumphant soldiers of 
the cross. 

It is, however, not only in the 
world ;—not only amongst indivi- 
duals, who, whatever may be their 
morality and their virtue, make no 
professions, and experience no feel- 
ings of cordial attachment to the 
Lord Jesus;—not only amongst 
those who seem to be sermon-proof, 
and affliction proof, aye, and indul- 
gence-proof, too, that we are to look 
for evidences, demonstrating the 
necessity of an altered state of 
things. The same melancholy fact 
is urged upon us, by the prevailing 
sentiments relative to the character 
and deportment of Christians them- 
selves. You who are accustomed 
to be out in the world, and to asso- 
ciate, in matters of business, with 
ungodly persons, will immediately 
detect what is here advested to. 
Scarcely is there a single day, or 
even a single transaction, which 
does not bring under your notice, 
the inconsistencies of professors. 
You are continually meeting with 
complaints and reproaches, raised 
against such as avow themselves 
the Lord’s people. And, in the 
cireles of commerce, it is, as your 
knowledge can testify, a predomi- 
nant feeling, that we had better 
have to do with infidels than with 
religious characters. This ought 
notto be. We are aware that the 
objection does not apply to the 
principles and dispositions of real 
piety; but it clearly proves that 
there must be a grievous deprava- 
tion and compromise of them. I 
am fully conscious that splendid in- 
stances may be found, in reference 
to which the objection would never 
be adduced ; but the fact of its pre- 
valeace and proverbial common- 
ness, is a proof that, toa most la- 
mentable extent, the state of things 
must be far otherwise. I need not 
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be told, that it is an objection, 
arising from the ignorance of foolish 
men; for of this, we are certain. 
But then, the character and moral 
influence of the professing world, 
ought to have put to silence the ig- 
norance of foolish men; and after 
having existed so loug, and with so 
many improvements and advantages 
all around her, and with so much 
of the light of heaven continually 
shining upon her, it is a shame and 
a disgrace to the church, that every 
heart is not compelled to do her 
homage, and every tongue con- 
strained to speak in her praise. 
And, ‘while these are the ideas 
and feelings, cherished towards pro- 
fessors of religion, by the ungodly 
and profane;—they are corrobora- 
ted by the testimonies of professors 
of religion, respecting one another. 
The low state of evangelical piety 
amongst us, is a constant subject of 
regret, and of lamentation. Never, 
perhaps, has there been a period, 
wherein the charity that hopeth all 
things, had more to do, or was wont 
to be more frequently or more largely 
drawn upon. How incessantly are 
we obliged,—whether we wish it or 
not,—to observe tempers and prac- 
tices, flagrantly at variance with 
the spirit of the gospel! How sel- 
dom do we know what it is to feel 
perfectly satisfied respecting a fel- 
low-Christian, and to think or speak 
of him with any thing like unquali- 
fied approbation! And what a 
glorious discovery do we consider 
ourselves to have made,—what an 
inestimable treasure do we reckon 
ourselves to have found, if we can 
point to an individual, and say, Be- 
hold an Israelite indeed, in whom is 
no guile ! 
ut, to bring the subject nearer 
home. Let an appeal be made, my 
readers, to your own consciences. 
Is there not a voice in every one’s 
heart, declaring that what I say is 
true? Does not every one’s expe- 


rience testify, that a revival of re- 
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ligion is greatly needed? Look at- 
tentively at the doctrines, the pre- 
cepts, and the histories, of the New 
Testament, and then review, with 
an impartial eye, the seenes of your 
own Christian pilgrimage, and what 
must be the result? Must it not be 
a deep conviction, that, as yet, it 
has only been a day of small things 
with you; and that your religion 
has been no better than a bruised 
reed, or than the smoking flax? 
Must it not be a conviction that 
shall awaken self-abhorrence, and 
prompt you toexclaim, My leanness, 
my leanness! Are you clothed with 
humility, and habitually cultivating 
the spirit expressed in the petition 
of the publican? Can you enter 
feelingly in the sentiments of the 
great apostle, and adopt his lan- 
guage as your own, when he styles 
himself, the chief of sinners, and the 
least of all saints? Can you, from 
what you yourselves have expe- 
rienced, understand what he meant, 
when he declared that he counted all 
things but loss for the e 

of the knowledge of Christ? Not 
oaly do you know what it is to glory 
in nothing save in the cross; butdo 
you really know what it is to glory 
in the cross? aud do others know 
what it is to observe this respecting 
you? Can it be said, with truth, 
that your conversation is in heaven, 
—that, alihough you are in the 
world, you are not of the world,— 
and that amidst the things which 
are seen and temporal, you maintain 
a decided and constant preference 
for those which are unseen and eler- 
nal? Is your spirituality of mind 
such as to ensure the daily appro- 
priation of a considerable portion 
of your time for communion with 
God,—such as to transfuse itself 
into all your domestic employments, 
—such as to give a tone of piety to 
your most ordinary pursuits,—such 
as to make you appear THE CHRIS- 
TEAN, in the smallest as well as in 
the greatest matters? Is.it such as 
$2 
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to prompt you to the diligent and 
volag es of all the public 
means of grace ?—does it cause you 
to prize the Sabbath, and the sanc- 
tuary ?— does it enable you to relish 
the simple exercises of prayer and 
praise?—and does it bring you, 
with a cheerful heart, and with 
willing feet, to the house of God, 
as often as there are seasons of de- 
votion? Is it such as to go with 
you into all the intercourses of life, 
and shed a hallowed radiance about 
you, whatever may be the company 
ou meet,— whatever may be the 
usiness you transact,—or in what- 
ever circumstances you may be 
placed ;—so that your fellow-mor- 
tals are constrained to take know- 
ledge of you that you have been with 
Jesus, and never see you without 
feeling how awful is? And 
are you alive to the divine glory ?— 
are you concerned for the salvation 


of perishing souls ?—are you zealous- 
ly aon toward the great cause of 
our er ?—and do you prove 


that are, embracing every 
éppeitadioy ‘sotaed you, of meet- 
ing with his people, when they 
unite to pray for the conversion of 
an apostate world, or of contributin 
according as God may have blessed 
you, to the sup of benevolent 
institutions which have this for their 
end, or of assisting to carry the plans 
of such institutions into effect? Or 
is it not a melancholy truth, that, 
however evangelical you may be in 
the convictions of your judgments, 
you are far otherwise in the state of 
our hearts;—and that while you 
isclaim all pretensions to any per- 
sonal merit, and profess to derive 
your hope solel the cross,— 
while you readily admit your own 
unworthiness, and acknowledge 
Christ to be infinitely precious,— 
the impressions upon your minds, 
pre acne My these sentiments, 
are lamentably feeble and inef- 
ficient? Is it not a fact, that the 
duties of the closet, are sometimes 
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neglected, and frequently gone 
through in a careless and slovenly 
manner? And is it not a fact, 
that there is far more of the world 
in your families, than there is of'the 
church? And is it not a fact,"that 
the greater part of you are tiever 
present at our meetings for prayer 
—those thermometers, as they have 
been well termed, of the state of re- 
ligion in a Christian society? And 
is it not a fact, that in social and 
commercial life, the points of dis- 
tinetion between you and others, 
which ought-to be clear, and _pal- 
pable, aad striking, are exceedingly 
indistinct and unimpressive?. And 
is it not unquestionable, that were 
you disposed to imitate Jehu’s con- 
duet, you would be unable to do it, 
without subjecting yourself to ridi- 
cule, having scarcely any zeal for us 
to see? Or that were you dis to 
act the part of the Pharisee, you are 
not qualified to do so, because you 
could not stand up before God, and 
declare, I give tithes of all I possess? 

Let us not not impose u 
ourselves ;—let us not shut our eyes 
against the truth ; but let us look at 
it fairly, and fully. And if we do, 
the conclusion, I think, at which 
all must arrive, will be that we are 
deplorably and inexcusably low in 
the seale of spiritual improvement, 
and that a revival of religion is 
loudly, and urgently, and impera- 
tively called for. 

How, then, is it to be promoted? 
I answer, by a conscientious and 
assiduous employment of the va-~ 
rious means which God has ap- 
pointed for our growing in grace, 
and which he has promised to 
crown with his blessing. Persons 
are apt to imagine that it can only 
be brought about, by the adoption 
nd reer measures ; 
though, aps, it will ar an 
petro a nadie yet the writer 
cannot but suspect, thut there are 
not a few, to whom the thought of 
it would be far less agreeable, were 
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it not for such an apprehension. 
It is human nature to like show, 


and noise, and parade. If, how- 
ever, you reflect for a moment, it 
will easily occur to you, that the 
fact is quite otherwise ; — that, 
under a divine blessing, the work 
of God, in your own souls, in your 
families, and in your church, must 
proceed through a steady adherence 
to the neon instructions of holy 
writ; and that, in the neglect of 
common and every-day duties, i¢ 
never will proceed, What we all 
want; what we are all talking 
about; and what we all profess to 
be seeking after, just comes to this, 
~—THE ADVANCEMENT OF SANC- 
TIFICATION. Wherever sanctifica- 
tion is begun, it is begun by means 
of the truth; and by means of the 
truth, it must be carried on; and as 
it is in consequence, (for assuredly 
it is,) of our inattention to the 
various channels through which the 
influence of the truth is wont to 
be conveyed into the mind, and 
from thence into the conscience, 
and from thence into the heart, and 
from thence into the life, that we 
are thus dwarfish and meagre in 
our piety;—so it is only in the 
proper and careful use of the pri- 
vate and public ordinances, ap- 
pointed by infinite wisdom and 
mercy, that we can hope to have 
our stature improved, and our 


— increased. 
I do not deny, as has been al- 


ready stated, that considering the 
low state of religion, it is expedient 
and necessary to have recourse to 

ial means. I do not, for a 
moment, question the likelihood of 
seasons, unanimously set apart for 
prayer and humiliation, proving, in 
an eminent d » seasons of re- 
freshing from presence of the 
Lord. I do not at all doubt the 
beneficial tendency of such times. 
But still, their principal utility, 
consists in their connexion with 
other means, and in the influence 
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capable of being derived from 
them at other times. It will prove 
of no avail to us that we keep 
them, if the good which they are 
instrumental of effecting, be not 
taken up and carried forward by 
the more ordinary appointments for 
spiritual edification and improve- 
ment. And after all, if we wish 
a revival of religion, we must just 
return to first principles; — we 
must just come to the renewed and 
more vigorous exercise of those 
faculties, by which, as applied to 
the study of sacred truth, under the 
illuminating guidance of the Divine 
Spirit, our ideas were at first rec- 
tified and expanded, and to the 
renewed and more vigorous dis- 
charge of those duties, in the per- 
formance of which, we found so 
much elevation, and so much ea- 


joyment;—we must gird up the 
loins of our minds, and ation 
ourselves to the work of re- 


ligion, as if, hitherto, nothing had 
been done. 

There must be more prayer. 
For let it never be forgotten that 
the revival of which I write, must 
be the Lord’s doing ; and that it is 
only as He blesses us, that we 
shall indeed be blessed. But 
while we are careful to honour the 
Holy Spirit by a full recognition 
of the absolute need of his agency, 
and by our fervent and perseverin 
supplications for his presence a 
his power; let us be careful not 
to insult Him by a presum 
negligence and inactivity. h 
it is He alone that can work, 
and though he has promised to 
work in answer to prayer ; yet, he 
has not promised to regard that, as 

yer, which does not arise from a 

eart bent upon the attainment of 
its object ; and we have no reason 
to expect the bestowment of his 
quickening and reviving influences, 
while Weg. 8 with the disregard 
of other duties. There must be 


more perusing of the Scriptures, and 
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they must be read more intelligent- 
ly and more devotionally. There 
must be more of deep, devout, and 
self-applicatory meditation upon the 
‘acts, the doctrines, and the require. 
ments of the Word of God. here 
must be more rigid, faithful, and 

self-exumination. There 
must be more  simple-hearted, 
straight-forward, and confiding 
Christian intercourse. Qur con- 
versation, when we meet, instead 
of turning, as it has been accus- 
tomed to do, upon trifles lighter 
than air, must turn upon the state 
of our souls,—the value of the 
Saviour,—the wonders of redemp- 
tion, —the beauty of holiness,— 
and the sublimities of heaven. 
There must be a more serious, a 
more conscientious, a more habitual, 
and a more reqular attendance upon 
the public ordinances of religion. [ 
say @ more REGULAR attendance ; 
for it is impossible for much good 
to be expected, where a rambling 
disposition is indulged, and where 
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a pastor can never calculate upon 
more than half his people at a 


time. And there must be more 
sincere and diligent endeavours to 
make ourselves acquainted with the 
moral woes and wants of mankind, 
and with the purposes of Deity 
respecting their alleviation. Let 
these duties come to be performed, 
in the manner and in the spirit in 
which they ought to be performed ; 
and, as God is true, we shall have 
a revival of religion. 

I cannot conclude these remarks, 
without earnestly pressing the im- 
portant consideration, that what I 
have written is an individual concern. 
We want a vastly enlarged aggre- 
gate of true apostolical piety. That 
aggregate must be made up by an 
increase of piety in every one’s 
heart,—in every one’s character,— 
and in every one’s life. The re- 
vival of religion amongst us, must 
be a revival of it in you and in 


me. 
J. P. D. 





PROPOSED REFORMS IN THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


You have brought before the no- 
tice of your readers several works 
from the pens of clergymen, pro- 
posing certain reforms in the Church 
of England. Such proposals are 
no novelties, and the fate of former 
attempts, connected with the un- 
remitted exercise of secular autho- 
rity in the Episcopal Church, will 
enable most thoughtful observers 
to predicate what will be the result 
of the present efforts. 

Still, however, these concessions 
are important, and as every thing 
relating to those of former years 
must be interesting to the careful 
collector, I beg to refer such to a 
volume, entitled ** Free and Candid 
iy arise relating to the Church 
of England, and the Means of ad- 
vancing Religion therein. Ad- 


dressed to the governing powers in 
Church and State; and more im- 
mediately directed to the two 
Houses of Convocation.” 8vo. 
London, 1750. pp. 372. This 
work was published anonymously, 
but in my copy, which is ‘ The 
Second Edition, revised and im- 
proved,” there is written on ‘ the 
fly leaf,” the following remarks on 
the book, with a curious account 
of the author. Although the cri- 
ticism is without any signature, yet 
the hand-writing is respectable, 
and appears to have been penned 
when the book was purchased, and 
was, probably, inserted by some 
friend of Archdeacon Blackburne ; 
if not written by that gentleman 
himself. The peculiar views of the 
Archdeacon have, doubtless, ex- 
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cited suspicions respecting a book, 
supposed to be from his pen, and 
therefore it is due to the cause of 
ecclesiastical reform, to publish the 
name of the true author, by which 
you will oblige 
A Bookworm. 
«In the year 1749, appeared, for 
the first time, Free and Candid 
Disquisitions relating to the Church 
of England ; containing many sen- 
sible observations on the defects 
and improprieties in the liturgical 
forms of faith and worship of the 
established church, and proposals 
of amendments and alterations of 
such passages, as were liable to 
reasonable objections. This work 
is a compilation of authorities taken 
from the writings of some eminent 
divines of the Church of England, 
tending to show the necessity, or, 
at least, the expediency of revi- 
sing our public liturgy; and of ex- 
tracts of letters sent, or supposed 
to be sent, to the compiler from his 
correspondents in different parts of 
the kingdom, approving of his 
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design, and signifying their dispo- 
sition to promote and encourage it, 
as there should be occasion. 

The compiler was the Rev. Mr. 
John Jones, Vicar of Alconbury, 
near Huntingdon; who was a man 
of a very singular character; pious, 
regular in his deportment, diligent 
in his clerical functions, and inde- 
fatigable in his studies, but withal 
affecting a mysterious secresy even 
in trifles, and excessive cautions of 
giving offence to the higher powers. 
With Mr. Blackburne, the cele- 
brated author of the Confessional, 
this gentleman, on the recommen- 
dation of Dr. Edmund Law, after- 
wards Bishop of Carlisle, held a 
correspondence, and to him Mr. 
Jones sent the greatest part of his 
work in manuscript, which was re- 
turned to him without so much as 
the correction of -a single slip of 
the writer’s pen; nor was there a 
single line or word in the Free and 
Candid- Disquisitions, written or 
suggested by Mr. Blackburne, not- 
withstanding many confident re- 
ports to the contrary.” 





POETRY. 





TO THE NAME OF JESUS. 


On, there is not a sound that a mortal can breathe, 

Or a name that an angel of light can conceive, 

That can boast half the sweetness, and glory, and power, 
Of the name of the crucified Lord I adore. 


This un 
To the 


rallel’d name can more 
tening ear, and the sin- 


easure impart 
rden’d heart; 


Than the sweetest of melodies wafted along 
The expause of the waters.in loveliest song. 


Oh, Immanuel Jesus ! Thy name has a charm, 


That can d 


r and death of their terrors disarm ; 


That can soothe the pain’d conscience, and sink all its fears 
To the depths of oblivion, through infinite years. 

Blest name, that resounded heav’ns arches among, 

Ere the stars of the morning first mingled in song ; 

When the sons of the highest, with shoutings of praise, 
Swept their many-ton’d lyres to the Ancient of Days. 


Lovely name! Thou wast cherish’d through many an age 


As the bright star of 


Of devout expectation, by gure and sage ; 


t should chase the world’s gloom, 


And the Sun that rise on the night of the tomb. 
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For thy sake, Oh how many an exile from home 
Has gone forth in the world, unbefriended to roam ! 
How many have bled for Thy glorious name, 

Or have welcom’d the stake as their chariot of flame. 


So when bigotry ravag’d the homes of our sires, 

And her innécent victims to dungeons and fires 

All relen drave, with her scorpion thong, — 

In this dark t of sorrow then Thou wast their song. 


And the mem’ry of Thee to their agoniz’d souls, 

Was sweet as the splendor that beams from the poles, 
On the storm shatter’d bark in its watery way, 

Yes, sweet as the dawn of a heavenly day. 


Then for Thee be it mine still to spend and be spent, 
And extol Thee for all that Heav’n’s mercy has lent ; 
Till my flesh I resign to the pow’r of the grave, 
And my spirit to Thee, Oh mighty to save. 


Then in Heav’n, at length, may I join the bright throng, oe 
That for ever extol Thee in weariless song ; 

And in anthems of glory unceasing adore 

The Lamb that was slain, but now lives evermore. H, K, 





THE MEMORY OF THE JUST. 


Composed by Miss Jewsbury, on the morning of the Rev. William Roby’s Funeral. 


“He was not active at intervals, and at other times torpid and inert; he did 
not the public man at one time, and at another absorbed in selfish 
3 his efforts to do good in season and out of season, were constant ; and 
course knew no other variety than that of the shining light, ‘ which shineth ‘gs 
more and more unto the perfect day.’ ”— Robert Hall. 


I wever knew him—but I knew his worth, 
Eadie Cots saps in whieh: sen apes Bo geniee 
Wi he was living on this perilons earth ; 
And now I know it by the tearful gaze 
oe eee men grees Me platens — Se the sod 
Hath hidden all of him not gone to God. 


I So living p hen —tot he memor poems 
Vv t. untom a 
That he is part of many wing Gries; 
And when his followers their tribute bring 
Of tears, fond words, and I forget, A. 
And the sad treasure swell of vain regret. 


Would it were Summer ! on his holy bier 
Rich blossoms should be strewn, and fragrant flowers— 


Types of the just man’s memory, even here ; 

Bat winter broods like death within our bowers :— 
And let it brood in peace — where he is now 
There lack not palms, or amaranth for his brow. 


He is a crowned one now !— crowned from a fight 
Of steady warfare with each evil thing : 

Crowned opeinnanen in Se pate of ght -- 
The pilgrim-soldier is henceforth a king ! 


A tree with its fruit 
No more to ee edi Gocth'en tin wank. 





So let the Winter and its storms sweep on, 
And for -blossoms the swift snow-flakes fall; 
But let not murmur that he is » 


Or even Sorrow weep for his 5 
Tears for the living ! ~who like him may die-— 
But not like him, — pass to the realms on high! 
Manchester, Jan, 20, 1830, 
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A Defence of the Serampore Mahratta 
Version of the New Testament: in Re- 
ply to the Animadversiyns of an Anony- 
mous Writer in the Asiatic Journal 
for September, 1829. By William 
Greenfield, Editor of Bagster’s Syriac 
New Testament, &c. 8v0. 1830. Bag- 
ster, London. 


AT a period when such multi- 
plied and wide-extended efforts 
are being made for the circulation 
of the holy Scriptures throughout 
the world, it is of the most essen- 
tial importance, that the subject 
of biblical translation should be 
maturely studied, and that no 
persons should venture on so sa- 
cred and responsible a task, as 
that of undertaking to furnish their 
fellow-men with “ the mind of the 

irit,” without being properly 
disciplined in the principles of the 
art. 

Into the Chinese, most of the 
dialects of India, and the lan- 
guages of many other pagan coun- 
tries, the Bible, or at least por- 
tions of the Bible, have been of 
late years translated; but, as 
many of these versions must be 
expected, from the actual circum- 
stances under which they were 
made, to labour under considera- 
ble imperfections; and it is de- 
sirable, that they should be ren- 
dered as perfect as possible, it 
naturally devolves on the most 
gifted of the present generation of 
missionaries, and those who shall 
succeed them, to endeavour, ac- 
cording to their opportunities, to 
bring such versions into a state 
that will entitle them to be re- 
garded as ordinary standards of 
appeal on all points relating to 
religious faith and practice. 

ith respect to translation in 
general, it may be defined to be 
the conveying of what is expressed 
N. 8. NO, 63. 


in the language or dialect of one 
people into that of another, so as 
to furnish the latter with the means 
of reaping precisely the same 
practical benefits from the com- 
position as are enjoyed by the 
former. It differs from interpre- 
tation, which, in its more lax and 
general acceptation, signifies the 
art or act of rendering plain and 
intelligible that which is difficult 
and obscure. It is also distin- 
guished from paraphrase, which 
is strictly an explanation delivered 
in a more ample, or circumlocu- 
tory manner, by which is sup- 
plied what the original author 
may be supposed to have thought 
but not expressed, in reference to 
the subjects of which he treats. 
And it differs from metaphrase, 
inasmuch as this consists in a 
representation of the sense under 
different forms of expression 3 or, 
as used by some writers, a mere 
exchange of words, by which the 
identical form and position of 
every word and phrase are re- 
tained, how different or repugnant 
soever may be the idioms of the 
two languages. 

In applying the general prin- 
ciples of translation to the execu- 
tion of versions of the sacred ora- 
cles, they must, of course, be 
subjected to several important ex- 
ceptions and modifications, which 
every person acquainted with the 
real nature of the work, will 
readily have suggested to his mind. 
But there are two essential pre-re- 
— which all who undertake 
the business of translation, or the 
revision of translations, ought to 
reset without which a know- 

edge of the principles of the art 
will be of little avail. 

First, Every one who engages 
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in the translation of the word of 
God should be thoroughly and in- 
timately acquainted with the lan- 
guages in which it was originally 
written. To undertake the trans- 
lation of any work into another 
language, an acquaintance with 
the original is absolutely neces- 
sary, since, without this, he mean- 
ing of its conteats being taken 
merely on the authority of others, 
no critical certainty can be pos- 
sessed in regard to its accuracy. 
For every practical purpose in the 
experience of Christians in gene- 
ral, a mere version of the Scrip- 
tures may suffice :— its incidental 
imperfections being too inconside- 
rable to affect, in any degree, 
either their safety, or their com- 
fort; but to enable a translator 
to cunvey the waters of life as 
free as possible from all human 
admixtures, he must bring the lan- 
guage or dialect into which he 
translates, like a pipe or aqueduct, 
into immediate contact with the 
primary sources from which they 
flow. In order to qualify any 
person to translate properly, he 
ought not only to possess a gram- 
matical and lexical knowledge of 
the original languages; but a 
thoroughly critical and familiar 
acquaintance with their charac- 
teristic niceties and idiomatical 

culiarities ; a practical facility 
in seizing the spirit of the different 
writers; and such a discriminat- 
ing perception of the genius and 
analogies of the different dialects, 
as will enable him to carry on his 
work with enlightened confidence 
and satisfaction, 

He should, besides, be well 
versed in the classical languages 
of antiquity, and habituated to the 
study of general criticism, that he 
may be prevented from proceed- 
ing according to partial and con- 
tracted principles of interpreta- 
tion, and furnish the public with a 
guarantee, that his labours shall 
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be entitled to their confidence and 
respect. 

Secondly, The biblical transla- 
tor should be completely master 
of the language into which his ver- 
sion is made, Except this be the 
case, the translation may be ex- 
pected to be obscure, barbarous, 
and erroneous. Even on the sup- 
position, that it were nothing more 
than a mere adaptation of an equal 
number of vernacular words to 
those employed by the original 
writers, yet, if these words be not 
fitly chosen, or, if they do not 
express the precise import of the 
original terms, error and prejudice 
must be the necessary result. 
But as such metaphrases are ut- 
terly unworthy of the name of 
versions, and it is required in a 
good translation, that it be correct 
in its grammatical structure, and 
natural and easy in its style, as 
well as just and accurate in the 
use of words and phrases, it must 
be evident, that nO one can ra-. 
tionally expect to translate with 
success, unless he possesses an 
extensive, minute, and discrimi- 
nating acquaintance with the ge- 
nius and established usages of the 
language into which he translates, 
whether it be his native tongue, 
or one that is foreign and remote 
from it. 

In executing a version in any 
of the languages of the heathen, 
if the work be undertaken by a 
European, he ought to devote his 
whole time to the acquirement of 
that particular language or dialect. 
If it be already reduced to writ- 
ing, let him make himself ac- 
quainted with the whole extent of 
its literature; carefully study its 
classical and more approved au- 
thors; minutely examine and mas- 
ter its idiomatical proprieties; 
ascertain and compare its different 
styles; and render. himself per- 
feetly familiar with the colloquial 
dialects of common life, If, on 
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the other hand, it be rude and 
uncultivated, his only resource 
will be to learn it from the lips of 
the natives—carefully observing 
how they express themselves in 
reference to objects, both physical 
and intellectual; and, by gradu- 
ally furnishing it with new com- 
binations, to mould it for the re- 
ception and expression of those 
new ideas, which it is of the utmost 
importance for them to acquire. 
He must not only reduce the 
language to grammatical rules, 
but elevate, purify, and enrich it ; 
and having done this, he may 
proceed to transfuse into it the 
sacred truths of divine revelation, 
Should a European find the 
task too difficult to accomplish 
alone, and there be no prospect of 
a version being otherwise effected, 
it has been deemed advisable that 
he should avail himself of native 
assistance, by selecting such as 
are approved for an accurate and 
critical knowledge of their ver- 
nacular language, and employiag 
them either in translating from 
some common source, or in cor- 
recting the rough draught which 
he may put into their hands with 
a view to reduce it to the standard 
of native purity and propriety. 
In this case, however, the person 
who superintends the translation, 
should possess such a knowledge 
of the language, as shall enable 
him to judge of its general style, 
and satisfy himself in regard to 
the strict fidelity of every part of 
the version. He should subject 
every thing that comes from the 
native pen to the severest scrutiny, 
being aware, that the great object 
of his assistants, will be to render 
the style of the version smooth 
and agreeable to their countrymen, 
(and in this, they will generally 
be more successtul than foreign- 
ers); but, whatever advantages 
such a mode of proceeding may 
possess, as to ease and perspicuity 
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of style, it is obvious these qua- 
lities will never compensate for 
the want of a close adherence to 
the original; a deficiency in ex- 
pressing the force and beauty of 
figures; the passing over, as of 
trivial import, certain particles, 
or turns of expression, on which 
the very jet and point of a pas- 
sage may depend; and a general 
failure to express the sense with 
that scrupulous fidelity, which is 
justly regarded to be essential in 
rendering the holy Scriptures into 
a foreign language. 

A third plan, by which it has 
been proposed to secure a correct 
version of the Bible, is to afford 
advantages to native converts of 
superior ability :—instructing them 
in the original languages of Scrip- 
ture, furnishing them with a com- 
petent knowledge of biblical and 
general literature, and speciall 
training them for the difficult st 
of translation. Considering, how- 
ever, the numerous previous dis- 
advantages under which such con- 
verts must labour, and the diffi- 
culties which necessarily lie in the 
way of their acquiring enlarged 
and liberal views of the nature of 
such an undertaking, it cannot be 
expected that this plan can be 
adopted for many years yet to 


come, 

Of these who have engaged in 
this work in modern times, few 
might be supposed to be more 
familiar with its nature, or more 
competent, in most respects, to 
execute it properly than Dr. Carey 
—a man who has devoted himself 
almost exclusively toit for a period 
of more than thirty years. Nor 
does it appear, notwithstanding 
what may have been alleged to 
the contrary, that any other fai- 
lures or imperfections, actually 
attach to the more recent of his 
biblical productions, than what 
may easily be accounted for on 
the ground of distance from the 
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principal sources of modern learn- 
ing, aud certain principles, which 
he holds in common with persons 
of his own denomination, The 
memoirs on the subject of the 
Baptist Translations, which have 
appeared from time to time at 
Serampore, cannot fail to be read 
with the deepest interest by every 
biblical scholar; and we should 
sincerely pity the man, who could 


find it in bis heart to say any 
thing disrespectful of the venera- 
ble individual, to whose unparal- 
leled labours we have just re- 


In the Asiatic Journal for Sep- 
tember, 1829, an article appeared, 
ing to contain information 

oo yr subject of the Serampore 
ersions, from a clergyman of 
the Church of England, resident 
in the Bengal provinces, and said 
to be well known for his critical 
aintance with the Sanscrit 

and other Hindoo languages. 
This article had previously been 
published in the Quarterly Orien- 
tal Magazine of Calcutta; but 
was sent to this country with cor- 
rections in manuscript by the au- 
thor, who states, that he is pre- 
paring an extensive critique on the 
versions in question, and that he 
is ready to stake his reputation on 
what he says of them. The 
charges a in this paper 
against the Mahratta New Testa- 
ment, issued from the Serampore 
press, being of a very grave and 
serious nature, and coming from 
a pen very different from that of 
the Abbé Dubois, it has been 
deemed proper to submit the sub- 
ject to examination in this coun- 
try; and the version in question 
has met with a powerful defender 
in Mr. Greenfield, to whom bibli- 
cal scholars are tly indebted 
for his valuable labours, in editing 
‘‘The Comprehensive Bible”— 
“ Syriac New Testament”—* Po- 
lymicrian Greek Testament, Con- 
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cordance and Lexicon,” and other 
works recently published by Mr. 
Bagster. ' 

To enter on any thing like a 
general discussion of the various 
points at issue, between Mr. Green- 
field and the anonymous author, 
on whom he animadverts, would 
be altogether foreign to our pre- 
sent design. That the latter has 
laid himself open to castigation, 
by the spirit which he occasion- 
ally manifests, and some of the 
statements which he has made, 
there can be little doubt. That he 
is incorrect in regard to some 
questions connected with oriental 
philology, his opponent seems 
pretty satisfactorily to have evinc- 
ed. The omission, for instance, of 
the anuswar, or nasal breathing, 
which he charges upon the 
Mahratta translator, and which 
he maintains must have the effect 
of rendering the work unintelligi- 
ble, Mr. G. has shown to be com- 
mon in Mahratta books, and pro- 
duces a number of words from the 
Dictionary of Colonel Vans Ken- 
nedy, in proof of his position. 
The exhibition too, which he gives 
of several passages of the New 
Testament, loses its ludicrous ap- 
pearance the moment these pas- 
sages are reduced to the simple 
verbal form in which they are 
rendered in the pamphlet before 
us. Nor should we feel any 
very strong objection to translate 
6 dpvog rot Qeod, by the periphrasis: 
‘ The young sheep of God,” were 
it not that the Mahrattas actuall 
have a word for ‘* Lamb,” whic’ 
word, if no low or vulgar ideas 
are found to attach to its use, 
ought in our opinion to be adopted, 
though the Hindoos may connect 
no such notions with a lamb as 
are done in the Sacred Scriptures. 
Let only the word be introduced 
into the version, and the con- 
nexions in which it occurs, will 
teach the pagan reader what ideas 
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he is to attach to it. The Hebrew 
phrase, 1NY12, * Son of the 


sheep,” or flock, is certainly, as 

Mr Greenfield observes, equiva- 

lent to v2, ‘“©a lamb;” but it 
? 


would be perfectly absurd to give 
YIN INS 12, ‘* the Son,” or 
“ young of the flock of God,” as 
a translation of the Greek phrase 
in question. 

On the use of honorific plurals, 
we wish to say a word or two, 
According to Dr. Carey, most of 
the colloquial languages of India 
have two sorts of pronouns; the 
one is expressive of respect, the 
other conveys an idea of humility 
in the first person, of familiarity 
or contempt in the second, and 
in the third person, neither ex- 

resses honour nor dishonour. 
rhe first sort are called honorific ; 
the other are called inferior, Some 
condemn this distinction, and as- 
sert, that the honorific plurals are 
true plurals; but custom, the Doc- 
tor asserts, has established it in 
the Mahratta. Now, we hesitate 
not to affirm, that, whatever may 
be the native usage in this respect, 
it is improper for any biblical 
translator to introduce it into his 
version, as it can only tend to 
sink the Supreme to a level with 
vain mortals, in reference to those 
punctilios of honour and polite- 
ness, on which they so much pique 
themselves, and engender the idea, 
that were he to be addressed or 
spoken of by the use of the sin- 
gular pronouns, THOU, HE, &c, 
he must regard it as a mark 
of insult or studied disrespect. 
Granting, thatthe Mahratta idiom 
in this its polite form, ‘‘ THEY or 
THESE were in the beginning with 
God,” (John i. 2,) might not sug- 
gest a plurality of persons, and 

at when employed of Jehovah, 


it might not suggest a plurality 
of Gods, any more than DYN 
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in Hebrew, (though this word is 
ordinarily construed with singular 
verbs, pronouns, and adjectives, ) 
there nevertheless seems a danger 
of mistake, which ought by all 
means to be avoided, especially 
when the word of God is put into 
the hands of those, whose minds 
have been habituated to the un- 
controlled influence of systems, 
in which there are “ lords many, 
and gods many.” Besides, if it 
were once conceded, that it is 
allowable to introduce such polite 
forms and modes of expression 
into versions of the Scriptures, 
who shall undertake to draw the 
boundary line, and say where we 
ought to stop? We might adopt 
“his honour”—* his worship” 
—* my lord,” &c. instead of the 
simple pronoun HE, since Dr, Gil- 
christ and Mr. Campbell assure 
us, this is the idiom in the Hin- 
doostanee and Teloogoo; or, we 
might go any lengths that the fas- 
tidious taste of polite heathens 
may require. It ought to be ob- 
served, too, that itis not merely 
in the oriental languages that the 
usage referred to obtains. It is 
the current idiom in the German, 
Danish, and other Gothic dialects, 
Thus the Germans say, Sie (i. e. 
THEY) for you, when addressing 
a superior, and in most cases, 
were Du (THOU) to be substi- 
tuted for it, it would be resented 
as much by a native of Hanover, 
as the corresponding substitution 
would be by a native of Hindoo- 
stan, And even in our own lan- 
guage, the fag gros use of the 
plural for the singular pronoun 
of the second person, furnishes an 
example somewhat analogous ; 
yet, who steal oor to say, that 
you should take place of thou in 
the English Bible? or, that the 
German and other European 
Bibles should be altered, in order 
to bring them into accordance with 
the common forms of politeness ? 
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We have one more objection to 
this introduction of plurals instead 
of singulars into the Bible, namely, 
it destroys the force of such pas- 
sages as Gen. i. 26, in which an 
important argument depends on 
the peculiarity of the phraseology 
—a peculiarity which could not 
appear, were the plural pronouns 
We and Us commonly in use, in- 
stead of I and Mg. 

We now come to a subject, 
which, from the prominence which 
it occupies on the pages of the 
pamphlet before us, and the in- 
fluence which it has unfortunately 
acquired on biblical and mission- 
ary operations, is deserving of 
particular notice: we advert to 
the translation of the word Bap- 
tism. Most gladly, indeed, would 
we have avoided this subject alto- 
gether, believing, as we domly do, 
that a degree of importance has 
been attached to it, with which it 
by no means appears to be in- 
vested in the New Testament; 
but we conceive there are state- 
ments here set forth, which are 
calculated to make a false im- 

ion on the reader, and that 
it is high time the attention of the 
Christian public should be called 
to the serious consideration of the 
question: whether it be consistent 
or proper in Padobaptists to give 
their sanction to versions of the 
New Testament, in which Bazri~w 
is rendered by words, signifying 
to immerse or dip, to the exclusion 
of every other mode of admini- 
stering the rite of baptism ? 

The author of the article from 
India had observed, that 


“ In the 25th and fi verses (of 
the first of John), the sect of the trans- 
lators appears : they have rendered 


ws 


a, contrary to the 


the bat which can 
fouify nething clea than te gi linpi 
F tamurdlia. "te the been ton 2s othe 
meaning, except that of diving.” 
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Without stopping to notice Mr. 
Greenfield’s remarks on the accu- 
sation of sectarianism and igno- 
rance of the Mahratta idiom here 
advanced against the Serampore 
missionaries, we may observe that 
he fully admits the fact, that the 
word which they have employed 
has no other signification than that 
of immersion. Had the matter 
rested here, or had the learned 
defender of the Mahratta Version 
merely shown, that our Baptist 
brethren could not, consistently 
with their own principles, have 
rendered it otherwise, we should 
have had nothing to object to 
what he might have written on the 
subject; but when he asserts, that 
as ‘* Barri{w appears evidently to 
exclude the idea of pouring, or 
of sprinkling, and as the only other 
idea that can be attached to it, 
is that of washing, which, when 
applied irrestrictively to the body, 
must, as above stated, denote to 
bathe, which implies immersion; it 
may justly be considered as de- 
cided in favour of the Serampore 
translator ;”—** that such is the 
primitive sense of the Greek word, 
as its derivation from (arrw is 
sufficient to evince ;”—*‘ that many 
of the most valuable versions, 
both ancient and modern, are in- 
volved in the same accusation, 
and that there is not one which 
is directly hostile to the Seram- 
pore ‘ interpretation ;’” and that 
“« ifthe British and Foreign Bible 
Society withdraw its aid from the 
Serampore Missionaries, because 
they have rendered farri~w, to 
immerse, then it must also be with- 
drawn from the churches of Syria, 
of Arabia, of Abyssinia, of Egypt, 
of Germany, of Holland, of Den- 
mark, &c.; and the venerable 
Peshito Syriac Version, the Arabic 
Versions of the Propaganda, of 
Sabat, &c.; the Ethiopian, the 
Coptic, and other Versions must 
all be suppressed :"—we are de- 
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cidedly at issue with him, and feel 
ourselves imperatively called upon 
to state our conviction of the total 
inadmissibility of his premises, and 
consequently of the conclusions 
at which he arrives. 

With respect to the Greek word 
Baxrigw, after having read almost 
every work that professes to throw 
any light upon it, and carefully 
examined all the passages in which 
both it and its derivatives occur 
in the sacred volume, and a very 
considerable number of those in 
which it is found in classical au- 
thors; we are free to confess, we 
have not yet fallen in witha single 
instance in which it can be satis- 
factorily proved, that it signifies 
a submersion of the whole body, 
without, at the same time, con- 
veging the idea, that the submer- 
sion was permanent, i. e. that the 
body thus submerged, sunk to 
rise no more. So far as has yet 
been ascertained, the word is never 
used by any ancient author in the 
sense of one person performing an 
act of submersion upon another ; 
yet it is necessary that we bring 
this idea with us to the reading of 
the New Testament before we can 
affix to Barrw, as there occur- 
ring, the sense of immersion. 
That it is used in the sense of 
pouring upon or into, every one 
must be convinced, who will be 
at the pains to consult the impor- 
tant article in Ewing’s Greek 
Lexicon, under Barri{w, 3. 4. 5., 
where, indeed, the whole philo- 
logical question is treated with 


an accuracy and ability, which we. 


have not met with in any other 
work. Even Barrw, from which 
Barrigw is generally allowed to be 
derived, does not primarily sig- 
nify to dip, or immerse; but to 
dye, stain, tinge, wet, irrespective 
of the mode, which may be either 
by affusion or immersion. In 

roof of its use in reference to the 
see of these modes, see Rev. 
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xix, 13, where we read iyarioy 
BeBappévoy diva, properly ren- 
dered in the Vulgate, ‘* veste 
aspersa sanguine,” and not as in 
our common version, ‘ a vesture 
dipped in blood ;” this having no 
relation to the blood-stained robe 
of the victorious warrior, which 
the exigency of the passage evi- 
dently requires. But see, by all 
means, Ewing on this word also. 
In his appeal to the versions, 
we cannot but deem Mr. Green- 
field peculiarly unfortunate. 
Notwithstanding what is ad- 
duced trom the Lexicons in favour 
of immersion, we must express our 
conviction, that no positive evi- 
dence is furnished by these autho- 
rities from which it can be con- 
cluded, that , the word em- 
ployed by the ancient Syriac 
translator, means to plunge or 
dip. Such a sense cannot be 


proved to attach either to the 
etymology of the word, or to its 
actual use in any part of the New 


Testament. In regard to its ety- 
mology, nothing can be more cer- 
tain, than that the idea of throw- 
ing down, dipping, or plunging, 
is the very opposite of that con- 
veyed by it. Like its cognate 
Toy, in Hebrew, it signifies 
to stand up, stand erect; and ob- 
viously suggests the idea of a 
person’s taking his station at, or 
in the water, in order to have the 
act of baptism performed oe 
him, and not that of his being laid 
flat on his back below the water, 
or in any way plunged into it. 
The same may be said of the 
Arabic Sec, which primarily 
means to sustain, uphold, keep, or 
hold any thing in an erect posture, 
and only secondarily to baptize. 
What, in our judgment, decides 
the point, as it regards the Syriac, 
is the fact, that in Matt. xxvi. 23; 
Mark xiv. 20; Luke xvi. 24; 
and John xiii, 26, where a word 
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signifying to dip is required, the 
verb employed is not has, the 
word used in reference to baptism ; 
but s>,, which signifies to sink, 
dip, or put into water, or any 
other element, for the purpose of 
wetting. 

The reader of the Syriac New 
Testament has only to consult the 
passages in which baptism is 
spoken of, and he will find, that 
this ancient and venerable version, 
so far from yielding any support 
to the hypothesis, that immersion 
of the body in water is the mode 
in which John and our Lord’s 
disciples performed that rite, goes, 
on the contrary, to establish the 

inion, that it was performed by 

application of water to the 
body in a standing posture, such 
as we find in the ancient represen- 


tations.” 

The definitions produced from 
the Lexicons of Ludolf and Woide 
are altogether insufficient to prove, 
that in the Ethiopic and Coptic 
Versions, the words employed for 
Baxrgw, signify to immerse. It 
does not appear, that in applica- 
tion to Christian baptism, they 
ever have this signification. In 
his second edition, Ludolf thus 
gives the definition of the word: 


RPaep: Ayquipollet Greco 
Barriew, et (1.) in genere signi- 
fieat Abluit, Aqua mundavit po- 
cula, lectos. Marc. 7. 4. (2.) Bap- 
tizavit hominem, Matthew iii. 11. 
Johannes FOU | 199 PL: 
baptizavit aqua, sew intinxit in 
aquam more Judaico, &c, (3.) 
In ie Initiavit aliquem Chris- 
tianis sacris, &c, Matt. xxviii, 19. 
And the substantive Barricpoc, 


he thus defines ; QU"P; 
Ablutio in genere, &c. Marc. 
vii, 8. (2.) Jn specie ablutio a 





* See the plates in Robinson’s History 
of Baptism. 





reatu peccati, Baptismus.— 


$90: NP: PPT: 
Lavit, abluit aqua baptismali. 
Enc. 4. August. 

As it regards the Gothic dia- 
lects, which have repeatedly been 
appealed to with great confidence 
on this subject, itis a settled point 
with all who are acquainted with 
them, that the reference is totally 
irrelevant. That the Mzso-Go- 
thic daupian, the Anglo-Saxon 
dyppen, the Dutch doopen, the 
Swedish dépa, the Danish dobe, 
and the German taufen, all cor- 
respond in sound to our English 
word dip, does not admit of dis- 
pute, any more than the fact, that 
dab, daub, and dub, have the 
same correspondence ; but nothing 
would be more erroneous than to 
conclude, that, with the exception 
of the Anglo-Saxon, they must 
have the same signification. No 
Dutchman, Dane, Swede, or Ger- 
man would for a moment imagine 
that these words, belonging to 
their respective languages, meant 
any thing else than baptism by 
the application of water to the 
body of the person baptized. The 
words are never used in those 
languages in any other sense, or 
in application to any other sub- 
ject. When the Germans wonld 
express dip or immerse, they em- 
ploy ta , eintauchen, unter- 
tauchen, and not taufen, whicl is 
the word by which Barri{w is 
translated. The Danes, in like 
manner, use d. , neddyppe, &c. 
for dip, and wot dibe. And that 
neither Luther, nor the authors of 
the Duteh, Danish, and Swedish 
Versions had any intention of 
conveying the idea of immersion, 
as implied in Barrifw, is obvious 
from the preposition, which they 
have used in connexion with the 
verb. Thus we read: 

Ger. taufen mit Wasser ; 

Dan, dibe med Vand ; 
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Swed. dépa med Vatn ; 

Dutch doopen met water; ¢. e. 
** with water,” and not, in wasser ; 
im water; ivand; é vatn :—which 
phraseology is as foreign to these 
languages, as the practice which 
it would sanction is unknown to 
the inhabitants of the countries in 
which they are spoken. Even 
the Mennonites in Holland, and 
other oor though they reject 
infant baptism, administer the or- 
dinance by pouring, and not by 
immersion, 

In giving dyppan, as the Anglo- 
Saxon word for dip, Junius, as 
quoted by Mr. G, is perfectly 
correct; but the reader must not 
suffer himself to be misled by the 
idea, that it is used in reference 
to baptism. It is never thus used 
in the New Testament; but is 
there given as the proper trans- 
lation of Baxrw, Luke xvi. 24; 
John xiii. 26. The word em- 
ployed for baptize, is fulligan, to 
full, cleanse, wash; John the 
Baptist is called the Fulluhtere, 
or “* Fuller;” and baptism, Fudluht, 
cleansing or purification. That the 
Gothic daupjan, signifies to im- 
merse, is not denied, though this 
action is more properly expressed 
in that language by ufdaupjan. 

If, then, we exclude the Syriac, 
Coptic, Ethiopic, Arabic, Ger- 
man, Dutch, Danish, and Swedish 
Versions, from the number speci- 
fied by Mr. Greenfield, as fa- 
vouring baptism by immersion, 
are we not entitled to ask, Where 
are the public translations, besides 
those made by the Baptist Mis- 
sionaries at Serumpore, in which a 
word expressive of immersion is em- 
ployed as the rendering of BarriZw? 
Uhe Latin, Italian, French, Spa- 
nish, Portuguese, Romanese, Eng- 
lish, &c. retain the original word. 
The Slavonic, Russ, Polish, Bo- 
hemian, Wallachian, and Servian 
Versions use a word which desig- 
nates the rite, but determines no- 

N.S. NO, 63, 


Serampore Mahratta Version of the New Testament. 145 


thing as to the mode of its admini- 
stration. In the Icelandic New 
Testament, shiva is employed, 
which signifies to cleanse, purify. 


The Malay csdic mandi, the 


Canarese and Tamil Aa J 


srdna, aud the renderings of all 
the other versions of the East, 
made by Pedobaptists, so far as 
we have been able to ascertain, 
mean to bathe; with the exception 
of the Mahratta translation, 
executed by the American Mis- 
sionaries at Bombay, in which 


atty=aT baptisma is 


retained. The terms employed in 
these versions are simply expres- 
sive of ablution or cleansing, and 
do not, as some have supposed, 
restrict the meaving to immersion. 
We have it on the best authority, 
that they are used both for ablu- 
tion by pouring, and ablution by 
immersion, but the former of these 
modes of bathing is more common 
in India than the latter, It is ge- 
nerally performed in a part of the 
house appropriated to the purpose, 
or in the open yard or gurden. 
A large vessel, containing perhaps 
twenty gallons of water or more, 
is filled, and another person with 
a smaller vessel, containing three 
or four pints, powrs the water on 
the head and body of the person 
to be bathed, till the ablution is 
completed. 

The Committee of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society need 
not, therefore, be at all alarmed 
at the formidable ng 9 ype 
which are pictured as likely to 
result from the withholdment of 
their aid from the Serampore trans- 
lators, in case these translators 
persist in employing the obnoxious 
word in question. They may with 
perfect consistency persevere in 
giving circulation to the word of 
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God in all the various translations 
that have otherwise been approved 
for their fidelity ; and, if they be 
compelled, as, if we be rightly 
informed, they now are, to with- 
hold further assistance from those 
who have shared largely in their 
bounty, the responsibility does not 
rest with them; but must be 
charged to the individuals, who re- 
fuse to make their versions eon- 
formable, in this point, to the ren- 
dering of the New Testament as 
currently circulated in the world. 
Against a deviation from this line 
ef conduct, we enter our most 
solemn protest. Is it candid, we 
would ask, is it equitable to re- 
quire, that Pedobaptists should 
assist in giving universaf cur- 
rency in India, to translations 
which flatly condemn their prac- 
tice, and are diametrically op- 
posed to their views? Is it 
fair to forestall the opinion of 
the natives of India, or any 
other heath2n country, in reference 
to a subject which 1s still matter 
of so much doubtful disputation 
among good men? And, espe- 
cially, to endeavour to forestall 
that opinion, under the wing of 
the BibleSociety? We cordially 
adopt the language of Mr. Green- 
field, though with a bearing dia- 
metrically opposite to that which 
he gives it: ~ 


Should a faction so far prevail over 
the good sense of the Committee, and 
the sound and Catholic principles upon 
which the Society is founded, and which 
have ever been its boast and glory, as 
Well as the most powerful means of its 
extraordinary success, then its ‘ honour 
will be laid in the dust,” and from a 

id temple, in the service of which 

whole Christian world could cor- 

dially unite, it will dwindle into a con- 

ifice, dedicated to party 

fe » motives, and views. The broad 

basis upon which it is founded, is its 

strength and security; contract this 

within narrower limits, and it falls into 
ruin.”——p. 45. 


We are credibly informed, that 
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no Pedobaptist in Bengal uses 
Dr. Carey’s Versions on this very 
ground. Now, if the agency of 
Pedobaptists in the distribution 
of the eopies be suspended, and 
the Calcutta Bible Society refuse 
(as we understand they do) to 
sanction the Serampere Versions, 
are the Committee at home to be 
blamed, beeause they cannot ex- 
pend the money with which they 
are entrusted, in enabling the Mis- 
sionaries at Serampore toe print 
editions which lie open to so 
serious an objection, and from 
which so little public benefit can 
result ? 

It gives us pain to state, but we 
may not conceal the fact, that it 
is now common for the Buptist 
native preachers to annoy native 
eonvests belonging to other com- 
munions, with the reproach, that 
they have not been baptized; and, 
on being told that the mode is not 
essential, to appeal to the New 
Testament, in one of the Seram- 
pore translations, which, of course, 
at once decides the matter. In 
consequence of the disputations 
which have thus arisen, and are 
still carried on in some parts of 
Bengal, the work of conversion, 
which was going delightfully for- 
ward, is unhappily interrupted, 
and the deveted missionary, whe 
is determined to know nothing 
among the heathen, bat Jesus 
Christ, and bim crucified, is undes 
the painful secessity of appro- 
priating part of his invaluable 
time to the task of defending 
even a particular mode of what 
the Apostle Paul declares formed 
no part of his commission. “ Christ 
sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the Gospel.” 1 Cor. i, 17. 

We insist not, that a word or 
words should be substituted, sig- 
nifying to pour or sprinkle; but 
simply that the original word 
should be retained, or that a 
generic term should be employed 
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expressive of washing or ablation. 
In either case, we do not place 
our Baptist brethren ia India 
on a worse feoting than those of 
the same persuasion are in Eng- 
jand, and should then be at per- 
fect liberty to unite with them, 
hand in hand, in giving eniversal 
circulation to that word, which is 
able to make men wise unto sal- 
vation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus, 

There are several other points 
of interest in Mr. Greenfield’s 
pamphlet, such as the Sangskdr, 
or Hindw ceremony ef initiation, 
the use of the werds Dharmétmé 
and Paramatmd, as proper to ex- 
press ro dywy xretpa, &c,; but 
we have already drawn too largely 
ou the patience of our readers. 
‘We beg to assure the worthy au- 
thor, that though compelled to 
differ from him entirely on what 
constitutes the main subject of 
investigation, our sincere respect 
for his character and talents re- 
mains undiminished, 





Library of Ecclesiastical Knowledge ; No.1, 
On Free Inquiry in Religion, pp. 48. 
No. 2, Christ the only King of his 
Church, pp. 43. Westley and Davis, 
** for the Society for promoting Ecclesi- 
astical Knowledge.” 1830. 

THE supplementary number to our 

iast volume contained some re- 

marks on the great inertress of 

Dissenters, in propagating, main- 

taining, and defending their own 

peculiar principles, when compared 
with those which have loag been 
making, and are still assiduously 
made, by the members of the es- 
tablished church. One society 
alone (that for promoting Chris 
tian Knowledge) expends, as was 
there proved in detail, upwards of 
£62,000 per annum, in printing, 
publishing, aud circulating books, 
carefully selected, or expressly 
written, with a view to diffuse, ex- 
plain, and enforce the doctrines 
and discipline of the Church’ of 
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England, an object to which two 
other societies (those for distribu- 
ting prayer books, and homilies, 
and tracts) also exclusively devote 
their attention and resources. At 
that time, what were the Trinitarian 
Dissenters doing in the same way ? 
Literally nothing ; thongh, if the 
grounds upon which they differ 
from the ae of the State are, 
as they ought to be, matters of 
principle and conscience, there 
cannot exist any valid reason why 
they should net be as anxious for 
the prevalence of their principles — 
as the prevalence of what they 
honestly and forcibly feel to be the 
truth—as are the supporters of the 
faith from which they so dissent. 
With these sentiments deeply im- 
pressed upon our minds, and for- 
mally recorded upon our pages, it 
is ae for 1s not to hail with 
satisfaction the establishment of a 
Society expressly intended to sup- 
ply what we have long considered 
a very great deficiency in our non- 
conformist churches, in such of 
them at least as hold Trinitarian 
sentiments, as the Socinians, 
‘“‘wiscr in their day and genera- 
tion,” have not neglected so pow- 
erful engines as the press, and the 
tracts issued from it, in scattering 
wide abroad their construction of 
“the faith once delivered to the 
saints,” though there are peculiar 
reasons of policy why church go- 
vernment, and other matters of dis- 
cipline, should form no promiuent 
feature in their tracts, 

The Society whose publications 
we now gladly introduce to the 
notice of our readers, commenced 
its operations with the new year, 
having for its object the publica- 
tion of tracts and treatises, origi- 
nal and select, very much resem- 
bling in form and style of execu- 
tion those printed by the Society 
for promoting Useful Knowledge, 
but intended to produce a series of 
cheap, yet neat and respectable 

v2 
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ublications, ‘‘ which,” to use the 
Panna of the Society’s address, 


*€ Without, transgressing the rules of 
candour or courtesy, may distinguish be- 
tween the laws of the Saviour’s king- 
dom and those of the kingdoms of this 
world--and between the Christianity of 
the New Testament, and those counter- 
feit resemblances of it which have so 
long obtained among the nations of the 
earth.” 

“* The Committee,” continnes this docu- 
ment, “are not insensible that a most 
zealous advocacy of particular forms of 
ecclesiastical polity may exist where there 
is a total estr nt from the spirit of 
the gospel ; it therefore be their pe- 
culiar solicitude that all their publica- 
tions be strongly characterized by the 

irit and the language of genuine 

ty. 


The object, thus briefly though 
clearly defined, the pledge thus 
distinctly and very properly given, 
have, we are happy to say, been 
well promoted and redeemed in 
the first two numbers of the series 
now under review, The purport of 
the first is to assert and defend, as 
it does with considerable ability, 
that fundamental principle of non- 
conformity, the right and duty of 
exercising, in matters of re- 
ligion, a private judgment, con- 
trolable neither by law, nor person 
in authority, but those of the Al- 
mighty Being who with the power, 
gave the inalienable right to exer- 
cise it. In enforcing and vindica- 
ting this right, the author of the 
tract on Free Inquiry settles, in 
the first place, the province of 
reason in reference to religion, 
which is to ascertain the evidences 
of revelation, and having attained, 
by such examination, the satisfac- 
tory and consvlatory conclusion 
that the Bible is really what it 
professes to be, ‘* the Word of 
God,” to ascertain, in the spirit of 
humble and prayerful disciples, 
willing to submit entirely to the 
tuition of the Great Teacher, what 
is the will of God which that werd 
reveals to man, Iw urging sucha 


course, the writer makes the neces- 
sary aud obvious distinction be- 
tween that which in such a reve- 
lation may be repeal to human 
reason, and that which is simply 
above it, points of difference which 
the opponents of the Christian re- 
ligion have, with equal unfairness 
and subtlety, ever attempted to 
confound. We extract the pas- 
sage, not by any meansas the best 
in the tract, but as giving at once 
a fair sample of its author's style, 
and as best adapted to our limits. 


** Tt is necessary that we should distin- 
guish between what is above reason, and 
what is contrary toit. The book which 
contains what is in itself absolutely con- 
tradictory, either cannot be divine, or 
the eontradictory part of it cannot be 
authentic But there is great danger, as 
experience shows, lest it should Be too 
hastily concluded, that a particular state- 
ment or doctrine partakes of this quality. 
A contradiction and a mystery must be 
carefully distinguished ; the former we 
cannot admit, the latter we may be re- 

uired to believe.. Were it to be said, 
or example, that body and soul in the 
human constitution are united, but they 
are not united, we should affirm a con- 
tradiction; but were we simply to state 
their union and co-operation, we should 
assert a mystery, though a fact. The 
truth of .the assertion does not suffer by 
the mystery, for every conscious being 
must perceive that it is so; while no 
being whatever can explain the nature of 
the connexion, and the reciprocal sympa- 
thies by which they co-operate. We, 
therefore, repeat that the legitimate pro- 
vince of reason is to ascertain what God 
has revealed, and of faith, to receive it 
ieplicly There may be profundities in 
truth, which we cannot fathom, and prin- 
ciples we cannot penetrate at present ; 
but it is no d ation to human reason 
that man should be a learner, - never in 
fact is he more exalted than when, in- 
stead of following the light of his own 
understanding, he opens it to the light of 
heaven ” -- Essay I. p. 8, 


The importance of a free inquiry 
in religion is then shown, by a 
brief but succinct statement of 
**some of the’ injurious conse- 
quences which have resulted from 
attempts to substitute the authority 
of man for the authority of Gud.” 
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Paganism and Popery are both 
arb sgees referred to with this 
view, and every one acquainted 
with their history must be aware 
of the abundant illustrations it af- 
fords of the mischief of such a 
habit. ‘The practical operations 
of the spirit earnestly commended 
to general adoption is then dis- 
leva’ in its tendency to produce 

umility and confirmation of the 
faith, wherever it is accompanied 
by that spirit of devotion of which, 
as an indispensable adjunct, the 
author of this essay never loses 
sight. Reversing the melancholy 
portrait he had given of the evils 
resulting from an opposite system, 
he next judiciously exhibits a 
sketch of the benefits conferred, 
and the evils checked, or prevented 
by the spirit of holy freedom in 
religious inquiry, taking his proofs 
from the history of the Reforma- 
tion, Puritanism, and Non-con- 
formity, the progress of biblical 
literature, and criticism, (of which 
he, in a very condensed form, gives 
an accurate and instructive view) 
and the operation of that spirit on 
benevolent and missionary enter- 
prize, A sentence or two from this 
division of the tract deserves to be 
extracted, as a specimen of the 
tone in which the Society prose- 
cutes its labours. 


“Tt is surely with an ill grace that 
those who maintain a great principle in 
their contests with the church of Rome, 
and make it the very chief weapon of 
their warfare, should disown and discoun- 
tenance the very same principle, when it 
seems to run counter to their prejudices 
or to their practices. Why does the Pro- 
testant separate from the Catholic, but 
for the same general reason that leads the 
puritan to withdraw from the conformist? 
Can the principle of separation be good 
in one'case, and bad in another? Will 
he who pleads for the right of private 
j in one case, refuse it in ano- 
ther? If the F, an possess by 
natare the right to judge and decide 
upon the claims of the papal hierarchy, 
and if he deem them inconsistent with 
Seripture to resist the authority of that 
church; does not the nonconfurmist also 
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possess the same indefeasible right to be- 
come a separatist; if he a a age 
similar conviction with rd to the 
episcopal church which Protestantism 
has erected- to become a separatist, 
we say, without being branded as 
a tic? The true Protestant 
principle, then, all forms apart, is that 
for which we plead; and for their 
adherence to this principle, so salutary, 
so essential to true religion, to a religion 
founded in Scripture and conscience, the 
early puritans, and more especially the 
later nonconformists, are worthy of im- 
mortal renown. It is this spirit of in- 
quiry in ogee which they have so ri- 
gorously and so long maintained, that 
constitutes the preserving power by 
which the mind is saved from the Scylla 
of spiritual ae on the one hand, 
and the Charybdis of sceptical licenti- 
ousness on the other.”--Essay I. p, 36. 
From the line of argument we 
have traced, and the few extracts 
given, we doubt not that our 
readers will be satisfied of the 
adaptation of the Essay on Free 
Inquiry, to usher in advantage- 
ously the series of Essays, which 
it is the intention of the Society to 
publish, The very title of the 
next, ‘‘ Christ the only King of his 
Church,” will naturally prepare 
them to expect, that the spirit 
inculcated in the first, has been 
brought into immediate action in 
the second number of the Library 
of Ecclesiastical Knowledge. The 
nature of the subject, and the mau- 
ner in which it is discussed, alike 
preclude, however, the possibility 
of giving an analytical account of 
its contents, or conveying any 
thing like a correct idea of the 
very masterly maoner in which 
the heterogeneous union of church 
and state is proved to be at once 
upscriptural, irrational, and in- 
jurious to the best interests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. That 
single false step has, in our deli- 
berate judgment, introduced more 
extensive and lasting evils into 
the church, than the most pesti- 
lent error that ever corrupted her 
doctrines. Many of these have 
long since become but the tales 
of other times, whilst, as physicians 











have found to be the case in se- 
veral contagious diseases, the virus 
of some is even now fast wearing 
itself out. But this capital error 
in church government is now, what 
it has been for fourteen hundred 
years, the bane of all that is pure, 
and animating, and spiritual in the 
religion: of Jesus Christ, Enter- 
taining these sentiments, we can- 
not but feel unfeigned delight at 
seeing, them exhibited with the 
greatest clearness, force, and pre- 
cision in’ the little tract, of but 
eight and forty pages, now lying 
before us. The absurdity of such 
an union of church and state as 
exists in this kingdom, with a tem- 
poral monarch at the head of a 
professedly spiritual church, whose 
“kingdom is not of this world,” 
is there shown in so pointed a 
manner, and so condensed a form, 
that every nonconformist, who is 
such upon principle, should put it 
into the hands of his children, as 
furnishing them with unanswerable 
reasons for the faith that is in 
them, in admitting no other, on 
earth, or in heaven, as king of the 
church, but Christ its founder, and 
its living and ever-present head. 
From it they will learn to be loyal 
and obedient servants to the king, 
as their temporal sovereign, whilst 
they shrink from the prolanisy and 
impiety of acknowledging even the 
“ most religious and gracious king,” 
not only as “ Defender of the 
Faith,” but “ over all persons and 
in all causes, ecclesiastical as well 
as civil, within these his dominions 


— 

e cannot, after such com- 
mendation, but give a specimen 
of the work so commended, though 
we have great difficulty in select- 


ing, and are mainly influenced in 
our choice, bya wish to show, that 
where a vital principle isconcerned, 
those who controul the Society’s 
publications have none of that 
trimming, milk-and-water dispo- 
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sition, which—calling cowardice 
candour, and want of priuciple 
liberality—for the suaviter in modo 
would sacrifice the fortiter in re. 


“ The utter unlawfulness of all attempts 
to share in Christ’s throne, is demon- 
strated by the collision thus created, and 
the impossibility of assigning to each 
prince his proper place. We have, 
indeed, the established phrase, Church 
and State, as if the aspiring cardinal mi- 
nister had induced all the world to approve 
his insolent language, ‘ego et rex meus, 
Land my king,’ first the church, and then 
the king. Bat this concordat with the pope 
is not so easily arranged. Before Christ’s 
royal authority in religion had been 

ected by state interference, there was 
no difficulty ; but ever since, it has been 
a tormenting question, to whom the right 
of precedence belongs. At one time the 
stateis omnipotent, at another the Charch ; 
now the king takes the lead, and now the 
priest ; here religion yields and cringes, 
as a slave to state dictation, becoming a 
mere political tool, but there she treads 
on the necks of kings, and compels them 
to do deeds at which piety blushes and 
humanity shudders. To the church of 
Rome may be applied what was said of 
one of her popes, ‘ She crept into autho- 
rity slily as a fox, but when armed with 

wer, she ruled fiercely as a lion, till at 
Hy she was hated cordially asa dog.’” 
—No. II. p, 28. 

“In other countries, however, and in 
other times, kings being at hand to watch 
for their own rights, priests have been 
compelled to succumb. The state has 
enthroned itself in the church, which has 
become an instrument of political influ- 
ence, while even mit lords have 
vented their mortified one bs biting a 
chain which they cannot break. An 
archdeacon has written what he calls 
Gravamina Ecclesia, but what should 
rather be entitled Cesaris Triumphi, 
which reminds us of the lamentations 
prophetically recorded in the Agsonreee. 
With a pen dipped in tears, this writer 

ins, that the present convocation 
of the clergy, is the mere ghost of the 
ancient council of the Church of Eng- 
land, who now pays for her nominal cle- 
vation, by her real depression; for all 
the sectaries have powers and liberties 
which the state denies to none, but to its 
own endowed church. Methodists can 
hold their conferences, Presbyterians 
their synods, Independents their asso- 
ciations, and Catholics their chapters ; 
bat no sooner has the Charch of England 
taken the trouble of the convo- 
cation, than her pastors are told by the 
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head of their church, to go home and 
feed the few sheep in the wilderness. 
Ever since the clergy gave up the right 
of taxing themselves, their convoca 
has been an object of jealousy, or alarm, 
or hatred, or contempt, to princes and 
their ministers ; and ever since her spi- 
ritual guides and instructors durst dispute 
the theological wisdom of Anne, their 
female head, they have been suffered to 
do no business, on the [ey nag that 
if they should do any thing, they would 
do mischief. In the Church of Christ, 
a woman is not suffered to speak ; but in 
the Church of England, a woman would 
suffer no one else to speak Thus an 
attempt to snatch at power that belongs 
not to it, and to domineer over its fellow 
servants, has terminated in wresting from 
the state church, all power to manage its 
own affairs, and, in this respect, reduced 
it confessedly below the sectaries whom 
it professes to despise or to condemn. 
The convocation is now merged in the 
parliament, where a number of lay gen- 
tlemen, any one of whom would confess 
he was no theologian, and if asked to 
settle a religious question would reply, 
‘non nostrum est tantus pe peed lites’ 
determine all the theologi uestions 
in our land. So a collection of ciphers 
makes a vast sum; five or six hundred 
individual non-theologians become the 
highest theological authority upon the 
earth, determine what 
word, all the congregations of Christ 
need to offer up to heaven, how much of 
their property the faithful should conse- 
crate in the church, and what new 
bishopricks the interests of Christianity 
require to be erected in the earth. The 
church com indeed, that the state 
behaves rather arbitraril » but it tells 
her, in reply, ‘ You invited us to come 
here and rule, we do not mean to remain 
and obey.” So terminates every attempt 
to grasp at undue er. The domestic 
tyrant over an intellectual wife and chil- 
dren come of age, loses the sway of the 
heart, which the kind husband, the gen- 
tle parent, will enjsy till the last gasp of 
his vital breath. 

“Tn the ecclesiastical courts, the bishops 
and spiritual persons, as they are called, 
whenever they do but touch upon tem- 
poral matters, or administer more than 
spiritual chastisement for the good of the 
soul, are set at defiance by a lay chan- 
cellor and judges, who, acting for the 
king, rule as sovereign lords. 
people, bishops plead for episcopal power, 
as essential to the government of 
the church ; in the senate, they complain 
of their utter inability to punish trans- 

, and own that the most profligate 
clergymen retain the cure of souls, with 


titions, to a. 


the emoluments of office, in spite of their 
diocesans, who find that the crosier is no 
match for the sceptre, since the bi 
himself may be ruined by the chicane 
of priests, and the expenses of churc 
courts. Dissenters, without the cost or 


oppression of an aglopepets can promptly 
rid themselves of g evous wolves, who 


have crept in under the guise of shep- 
herds; but after that the people’s liber- 
ties have been sacrificed, and property 
squandered, to create lord bishops, these 
gravely tell us they have no power to 
drive out the wolf, or rescue the mise- 
rable flock. The head of the diocese is 
the slave of his dean, who can forbid the 
bishop to make the episcopal throne what 
itis designed for, the chair from which 
the church is instructed and fed; for 
from the poawe of teaching with autho. 
rity, e cathedra, the very name of cathe- 
dral arose. Bishops, by a strange per- 
version of forms and rights, may be set 
at defiance by a prebendary, who will 
preach what his right reverend father 
abhors.”*—pp 29—31. 

With this extract we close our 
review of the first efforts of this 
important Society ;" yet, ere we do 
so, we caanot but earnestly urge 
our readers to support it, to the 
utmost extent of their power, by 
their subscriptions and their in- 
fluence. ‘The Congregational Dis. 
senters have long, and in our 
opinion justly, suffered under the 
imputation of not affording sufli- 
cient encouragement to literature, 
when consecrated on the altar of 
religion, The pens of the best 
writers among the Independents, 
Baptists, and other ‘Trivitarian 
Dissenters, who agree in the es- 
sentials of our common faith, both 
amongst their ministers and lay- 
men, are, we have reason to be- 
lieve, engaged, or about to be 
engaged, in carrying into execu- 
tion the laudable designs of this 





* “Ttis said, that an evangelical bisho 
lately succeeded in obtaining the pulpit 
of the cathedral, to prevent the occu- 
pants of some of the stalls from preach- 
ing another 1, by taking from his 
pocket the peculiar charter, which gave 
to the head of that diocese the right of 
preaching in the cathedral whenever he 
pleased.” 
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Society. Whilst they cheerfully 
devote their talents to place the 
principles of the nonconformists in 
a proper light in the face of a 
world, which has perhaps as often 
misunderstood, as wilfully misre- 
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presented them, shame were it on 
nonconformity itself, if they wanted 
that support which such an under- 
taking, particularly at its outset, 
cannot but require. 
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Memoirs of the Controversy respecting 
the Three Heavenly Witnesses, 1 
: John, v. 7.  Ineluding Notices of 
the mee Writers on both sides 
of the Di ion. By Criticus, 
‘ 32mo. Holdsworth and Ball. 


THe papers which appeared in our 
Magazine last year on the subject of 
this interesting controversy, are now 
printed together in this volume. The 
writer has made considerable additions 
to various parts, to render the me- 
moirs more complete. Those who feel 
interested in the literary or critical 
history of this controversy, will pro- 
bably be gratified with having, in 
this condensed form an account of 
many rare and expensive books in 
which it has been carried on. 


Dr. Larpner’s CasinetT CycLo- 

3 PEDIA. 

1, History of Scotland, by Sir Walter 
Scott ; in two volumes, vol. i. 

2. The History of Maritime and In- 
land Discovery; in two volumes, 
vol, i. 

83. Domestic Economy ; vol. i. 

‘We have been exceedingly gratified 

with this commencement of a series of 

works on science and art, and the va- 
rious branches of useful literature, 
under the superintendance of Dr. 

Lardner. As the order of the day is 

the communication of knowledge in 

the most compendious and intelligible 
form, it must be a great satisfaction 
to find such works conducted Ly men 
of superior attainments, and whose 
public characters are a pledge that the 
works shall contain nothing injurious 
to the interests of religion or morality. 

It would be absurd in us to criticise 

the History of Scotland, by Sir Wal- 

ter Scott. What he is capable of, all 
the world knows. It is enough to say, 


that this account of his native country 
is worthy of him, and cannot fail to in- 
terest even those who are well ac- 
quainted with the history of Scotland. 
“* Maritime and Inland Discovery” 
affords evidence of considerable re- 
search, and abounds with valuable in- 
formation. We are not deeply skilled 
in the arts of brewing, distilling, wine- 
making, or baking; but, considered 
as a view of the application of the 
science of chemistry to these arts, we 
were greatly pleased with many parts 
of the volume on Domestic Economy. 
We strongly recommend the Cabinet 
Cyclopedia to our readers. 


Answer to Mr, Henry Drummond's 
Defence of the Heretical Doctrine 
promulgated by Mr. Irving, respect- 
ing the Person and Atonement of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and his denial of 
Original Sin, and of the Imputation 
of Christ’s Righteousness. By J. 
A. Haldane. London: Hamilton 
and Co, 12mo. 3s. 6d. 

We have not been inattentive to the 

monstrous doctrines and absurdities 

which haye .been for some time pro- 
pagated arouad. us, tho we have 
not said much on the subject in our 
pages. Unless we had devoted. to it 
more time than we could spare, and 
more room than our scanty limits admit, 
without excluding other important mat- 


‘ter, we could not have done justice to 


it, while a superficial discussion might 
have done more harm than good. e 
the less regret this, as the matter has 
been taken up by those who are ca- 
yall of doing ample justice to it. 
Ve some time ago noticed a phlet 
Edinburgh 


by Mr. James Haldane, of 


on Mr. Irving’s doctrine, the sinful 
humanity of our Lord, We have 
now to notice a volume by the same 
gentleman, on the same subject, aud 
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other points which have been asso- 
ciated with it, which we most earnestly. 
entreat our readers to use and ex- 
amine, Itis a full, clear, and mas- 
terly exposure of sentiments not more 
crude in themselves, than arrogantly 
set forth by their authors, and which 
cannot be regarded in any other 
light than as a subversion of the 
Gospel of Christ. We earnestly 
hope that, if it should do no good to 
the authors of the heresies in question, 
that it will open the eyes of some 
whom they have led astray, and pre- 
vent others from adopting their de- 
structive errors. 


Remarks on certain Opinions recently 

propagated respecting Universal Re- 

ion, and other topics, connected 

ith that subject. By William Ha- 

milton, D.D., Strathblane. Lon- 
don: Hamilton and Co. 12mo. 


Tuts volume relates to another unfor- 
tunate controversy, in which a most 
amiable, and, we believe, truly excel- 
lent man, has become the leader. It 
is with the most painful feelings we 
advert to the course which Mr. Erskine 
seems now determined to follow. His 
doctrine of universal pardon has met 
with a very able opponent in Dr. Ha- 
milton. But we are persuaded the 
discussion is yet in its infancy ; and 
that the progress of it will develop 
the extensively injurious nature and 
tendency of the sentiment which has 
begun to be propagated with so much 
zeal. Our readers will find much im- 

mt matter in Dr Hamilton's vo- 

, and the whole argument is main- 
tained by him in a very able and 
christian manner. 


The Spirit of Pascal: compri 
substance af his Moral and R 
Warkes, 32me. Louden: Hamilton 
and Co. 


sing the 
eligious 


of Fenelon. Ditto. Ditto. 


T#Hese are most ‘beautiful specimens 
of the productions of a provincial 
press, that of Leicester. hile the 
selections from the works of the two 
nent ibe temo mnee with 
t taste ju nt. e are 
pe they will siete as they richly 
deserve, a very extensive circulation. 
N.S, NO. 63. 
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Counsels to a Newly Wedded Pair. 

By the Rev. John Morison. London. 
estley and Davis, 32mo. 


We recommend this little and ele- 
gantly printed work as a suitable pre- 
sent to persons in the circumstances 
for whom it is intended —the counsels 
are judicious, scriptural, and appro- 
priate. 


Writings of the Rev. John Bradford, 
Prebendary of St. Paul’s, and Mar- 
ar 12mo. pp. 456, 

Select Sermons and Letters of Dr. 
Hugh Latimer, Bishop of Worces- 
ter, and Martyr, '2mo. pp. 436. 

Writings of Dr. John Hooper Bi 
shop of Gloucester and Worcester, 
and Martyr. 12mo. pp. 480. 

Treatises and Letters . Nicholas 
Ridley, Bishop of London, and 
Martyr. 12mo. pp. 288. 

Examinations and Letters of the Rev. 
John Philpot, Arehdeacon of Win- 
chester, and Martyr, \2mo. pp. 204. 


TuHeEse neat volumes have been issued 
by the Religious Tract Society ia 
monthly numbers, and form part of a 
series of the writings of the British 
Reformers, from Wickliffe to Jewel, 
intended for publication by the Com- 
mittee. They, of course, are but a se- 
lection. Most of the smaller treatises, 
letters, and sermons are, however, 
given ; and in some instances extracts 
from their larger works. 

We are the avowed and uncompro 
mising enemies of abridged and muti- 
lated editions of the early champions 
of the truth, and should exceedingly 
regret if these dapper twelves, printed 
on thin paper, and bound in red ca- 
lico, were to be the only modern re- 
presentativesof those ponderoustomes, 
whose ancient paper is like modern 
parchment, and whose oaken covers 
and brazen ornaments are the appro~ 
priate emblems of the incorruptible 
principles for which their authors con- 
tended and died. 

But this is not the case. An im- 
portant edition of the entire works of 
the Reformers is undertaken by some 
enterprizing i who sae 
extensive patronage for that y 
Protestant and national work, and 
who have our ‘best wishes fer its suc- 
cess. ‘The works before us are in- 
tended for another and far more nu- 
merous class of readers, to whom, 


« 
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however, Protestant principles are 
equally dear, and by whom, not “* Pro- 
testant ascendancy,” but the ascen- 
dancy of Protestantism, must be even- 
tually secured in this country. The 
editor of these volumes has, we think, 
very judiciously catered for the taste 
of the humbler classes of our country- 
men ; but studying variety, has given 
biographical sketches of our Reform- 
ers, and illustrative notes where ne- 


cessary. 

We are informed that these books, 
abounding as they do in Saxon words 
and the old English idiom, furnish 
very aga 87 reading to individuals 
of the plainest education, and are 
therefore well adapted for vestry and 
other loan libraries. 

They have our cordial recommenda- 
tion for such pu ; and we trust 
they will be so extensively read, as to 
assist in transforming the ignorant pre- 
judices of untaught Protestants into 
enlightened and scriptural principles, 
for which they will be thus prepared 
in the hour of trial earnestly to com- 
bat. 


Sermons: the Rev. W. Ford 
" Vance, M.A, Assistant Minister 
of St. John’s, Bedford Row. 8vo. 
p- 390. 10s.6d. Nisbet. 
It is tifying to perceive, that 
amon the gradations of the clergy, 
from mitred prelate to the village 
curate, the number of those who 
** cease not to teach and to preach 
Jesus,” is greatly increasing. Among 
the proofs of such an augmentation 
of the ranks of the serious clergy, 
the publication of se great a number 
of evangelical sermons, by the mem- 
‘bers of the Establishment, is not the 
least. Scarcely a week elapses but 
new volumes of sermons of the cha- 
racter alluded to are advertised. 
These sermons are distinguished b 
every variety of talent, and ad- 
dressed to every variety of readers. 
In too many instances of late, how- 
ever, it is to be regretted, that these 
discourses have contained too large 
an infusion of Millenarianism, to 
render them generally acceptable, or 
tly useful. The too frequent 
circulation of the modern Millena- 
rian notions, either from the pulpit 
or the press, is likely to be attended 
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now,,.as it was a century and a half 
ago, with injurious results. An ex- 
elusive attention to the newly dis- 
covered intermediate coming of Christ, 
(we know not how better to designate 
this anticipated event, unless we are, 
contrary to the letter of Scripture, 
and the opinion of the tniversal 
church, to consider Christ’s coming 
to judgment as a third advent,) 
must inevitably tend to divert the 
mind from the great design of Christ’s 
first coming.—Christ and him eru- 
ecified was the great theme of the 
apostle’s ministry and joy— full exulta- 
tion—-and should be the chief subject 
of all printed or written discourses. 
We are happy to find, from the vo- 
lnme of sermons before us, that its 
estimable author does not lend his 
sanction to these gloomy prognos- 
tications of some of his clerical 
brethren. 

From a clerieal volume now lying 
on our table, we make the following 
extract: ‘‘ Christ says, that before 
the end comes, his Gospel is to be 
preached among all nations, not for 
their general conversion, but for a 
witness unto or against them, and for 
the gathering of i elect from amon 
them ; so that we can expect no uni- 
versal spread of the Gospel before the 
second advent and reign of the Lord 
Jesus.”—W hich event, we learn from 
another passage, is just at hand, for 
‘** who is so ignorant as not to know, 
that the Gospel has been preached to 
all nations through the means of 
missionary exertions: therefore, the 
end must immediately come.” Ac- 
cordingly we are told by the same 
author, in order that something may 
be done when the Saviour shall make 
his intermediate advent, “ that there 
are two judgments spoken of in Scrip- 
ture, as two resurrections, t 
first at Christ’s (next) coming, the 
second at the end of the millennium.” 

We feel pleasure on placing in con- 
trast with such = geen from a 
sermon of Mr. Vanee on the Sa- 
viour’s Advent: it will furnish too, a 
specimen both of his sentiments and 
style of preaching. 


“ Thus shall we be prepared for the 
awful season of his second advent ; when 
he shall come in the name, and 
with the authority of his Father--not 
indeed as a Saviour: not as the meek, 


wines, 
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and lowly, and despised Jesus: not, as 
at the first, offe on and recon- 
ciliation to his re creatures; but 


invested with the awful terrors of retri- 
bative justice, and as the all-righteous 
and omnipotent Judge of heaven and 
earth, descending with the sound of 
the archangel the trump of God, 
to pass sentence of everlasting blessed- 
ness on his frie and everlasting 
cu on his enemies. ‘ Behold,’ he 
saith, ‘ Icome quickly, and my reward 
is with me, to give unto every man as 
his work shall be.’ Blessed are they 
who at his coming shall be found watch- 
ing. Amen.” 

This volume contains nineteen ser- 
mons, on a variety of interesting and 
important subjects ; all of them scrip- 
tural in sentiment, and popular ia 
style, They are well diversified by 
reasoning, illustrations, and appeals: 
the divisions, in some cases, are not 
quite so riatural and obvious as is 
desirable for discourses delivered 
from the pulpit, as we presume these 
have been. We are greatly pleased 
with the serious, fervent, and affec- 
tionate spirit displayed throughout 
the volume; and with the anxiety 
excited by the author for the spiri- 
tual and immortal interests, both of 
his auditors and readers; and with 
these views of the author’s spirit, 
design, and work, we beg leave to 
commend the volume to the atten- 
tion of the religious public. 


oe 


An Inquiry into the Nature, Symp- 
ph ges Effects of Religious 
Declensions, with the Means of 
Recovery. By Andrew Fuller. 
10d. London; J. Nisbet ; Harvey 
and Darton, and W. Darton. 

Tuis is an exceedingly well exe- 

cuted reprint of one of the late A. 

Fuller's very best works. But as it 

needs no recommendation from us, 

we merely point it out as one of 
the most beautiful presents that could 
be conceived of, in cases where it 
might be deemed appropriate. We 

have been very much struck with a 

short preface, which the editor, Mr. 

Isaac Crewdson, we believe, of the 

Society of Friends, bas added, in 

which he affectionately urges the 

obligations of religion upon those 
who, from their making no profession, 
deem themselves exempt. 
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The Commandment with Promise, by 


the Author of ** The Last Day of 

the Week.” \2mo. pp. 268. 2s. 6d, 

Seeley, 1829. 
A very entertaining and instructive 
little volume, in the form of Calegne, 
designed to call iato exercise filial 
love and duty, and to show the im- 
portance of inculcating and enforcing 
obedience on Scripture principles. 
Instead of Christian parents employ- 
ing selfish and idolatrous motives as 
springs of duty, the necessity of their 
referring all to the will love of 
God is forcibly pointed out. Due 
honour is shown to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and their superiority in point 
of interest and effect is well illus- 
trated. The book is highly adapted 
to correct prevailing evils in the edu- 
cation of children, and deserves an 
extended circulation. 


Retrospections: a. Soldier’s Story. 
By the Author of ‘* Abbey 
Innismoyle,” Sc. 18mo. 3s. 
pages. 

INTERESTING, affecting, and sacred 

retrospections, formiag an admirable 

religious sequel to the ‘ Recollec- 
tions of the Peninsula.”—The story 
is well told; its descriptions of the 

Peninsular scenery are strikingly 

picturesque, its sketches of ‘* horrida 

bella’ are truly graphic, its delinea- 
tions of character are admirabl 
drawn, and its conversations are we 
sustained; and hence, we can sin- 
cerely recommend it ta the attention 
of our readers. 


of 
294 


“ The Believer Encouraged in his 
Way to the Kingdom of God.” By 
John Drury, Minister of the Gos- 
pel, New Shoreham, Sussex. 12mo, 
pp. 297. Westley and Davis. 


It is affirmed by Moses, respecting 
the Israelites during their journey to 
Canaan, *‘that the soul of the people 
was much discouraged because of the 
way ;” language equally applicable to 
multitudes in their progress to the 
** land of the blessed.’ 

The worthy author of this little vo- 
Jume has endeavoured to suggest and 
enforce such considerations as may 
animate the Christian pilgrim in his 
course, notwithstanding the nume- 

x2 
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with which he to contend. 
The mle ee gr te are drawn from 
the nature of the covenant of grace, 
the character and pu ‘ot God, 
the love, friendship, and advocacy of 
Christ, fhe promises, the means of 
grace, the rest ‘and joys of heaven, 
&e. &e. 

In the event of another edition, we 
would suggest an additional chapter 
on the encoutagements derivable from 
the experierices of believers recorded 
in the Scriptures. 

The d , the sentiments, and the 
tendency of the work are excelletit ; 
the style is plain and familiar; but the 
letter-press is far from commendable. 
A long list of Errata is affixed to the 
volume, which, We regret to discover, 
might have been very considerably 
lengthened by the yet remaining ty po- 
graphical errors. - 


Sonal 


The Value of Early Piety exhibited 
in Life and Death.” A Sermon 
preached at Hanover ay Bog- 
nor, occasioned by the Decease of 
two Sisters, Miss Ann Hounsem, 
aged 17, and Miss Mary Hounsem, 
a 13 years. By John Thornton, 

° estley and Davis, 


This discourse is founded on 2 Sam. 
i. 23, “* Lovely and pleasant in their 
lives, and in their death they were not 
divided,” and concerning the interest- 
ing sisters whose death was improved, 
the author observes, that, “ as it re- 
yong the circumstances of their death, 
were not divided. They pined 
a engeietes under the same 
disease, they occupied the same cham- 
ber, - ied (nearly) at the same 
time. The younger winged her flight 
just to welcome the disembodied spirit 
of her sister to glory. Their corpses 
laid side by side in the same upart- 
ment, pad were deposited in the same 
tomb.” Though so young, they a 
to have been equally the sub- 
Mots of Divine mercy, alike adorning 
the profession of religion in their lives, 
and experiencin 
its power and 
death. 

This brief and affecting discourse, 
delivered after their interment, we 
very earnestly recommend to our 
youthful readers, Great interest was 


and testifyin of 
in their 
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excited on its delivery, and it would 
seem not less so since its publication, 
the second edition, we undcrstand, 
being now nearly exhausted. 

We shall feel great pleasure if 
our notice and recommendation, 
thongh long and unavoidably delayed, 
shall tend to promote its more ex- 
tensive circulation: and be the means 
of directing the attention of the friends 
of the Reveemer to the infant and 
growing cause at Bognor. 

The newly-formed interest needs 
support and encouragement; . and 
those friends of the Gospel who are 
anxious at once ‘to do and to get 
good,” would do well, in their sum- 
mer excursions, to visit that select 
and interesting watering-place on the 
Sussex Coast. 





Counsels and Cautions for Youth, in u 
Series of Letters from a Father to 
his Sun. By John Thornton. 18mo. 
Westhy and Davis. 


Tuis excellent publication may be 
considered as a sequel to the esteemed 
author’s little volume, entitled— 
**Choice Pleasures for Youth.” The 
latter contained advice chiefly for 
** the Teens ;” the present is addressed 
to youth when they have attained 
their majority, and are about to 
embark on the troubled ocean of life. 

We trust that both volumes will be 
extensively circulated and read by 
our rising youth, They would form 
a valuable present to the young when 
about to quit the domestic roof. 





Christian Counsel: or a Manual of 
100 Practical Contemplatiuns, tend- 
iny to promote Gospel Principles 
and u good Conversation in Christ. 
By an Old Divine. 18mo. pp. 128, 
Kichard Baynes. 


A repnint of an old and rare little 

volume, published in 1680, with the 

oe only of the author’s name, 
8 


It contains 100 Practical Contem- 
plations on all the varieties of Chris- 
tian character and experience, pri- 
vilege and duty ; written in a plain, 
nervous, und, occasionally, antitheti- 


cal style. They are, withal, short and 
comprehensive ; instructive and en- 
tertaining to believers; and furnish 
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materials for 100 days serious read- 
ing and thinking to those who have 
little opportunity for reading larger 
works on practical and experimental 
theology. 


—— 


SACRED MUSIC. 


1.“ Precious Bible! What a trea- 

sure!” a celebrated Ode, suitable 
for Bible and other Anniversary 
Meetings. The words by the late 
Reve. J. Newton, M.A. he Music 
composed for four Voices, with an 
accompaniment for the Organ. By 
G. Taylor, Chelmsford. 1s. 

2.** Let his Name be ador’d.” Lines 
set to an original Air, published for 
the benefit of the London Missionary 
Society. Words by S. H.—Air 
harmonized by C.K. 1s. 


Tue above sweet hymn of Mr. New- 
ton is well known, and much admired 
in the religious world, though he cer- 
tainly would have been astounded to 
have seen it called “‘a celebrated 
ode,”’ or to have seen an *‘M. A.” at- 
tached to his name, to which he had no 
pretension. An American University, 
indeed, complimented him with the 
title of D.D., but he never used it; 
and when it was mentioned, pleasantly 
declared he never would acknowledge 
any diploma till he received one from 
Sierra Leone —the place of his edu- 
cation. 

Mr. Taylor’s music, however, well 
corresponds with Mr. N.’s verses; _ it 
is sweet and simple, and we think it 
worthy to rank ‘among the best of our 
modern congregational tunes, The 
harmony is also generally correct, and 
the moving bass will recommend it 
for the piano-forte. 

The second article is printed very 
neatly on a quarter sheet of card 
paper. ‘The air of this is also simple 


and easy; the harmony sound and 


good; and the accompaniment for the 
piano-forte, well arranged. ‘There are 
seven verses of words, but we can say 
but little in favour of the poetry. 


Progressive Exercises for the Voice, 
&e, By D. E. Ford. 23. 


Tuese are the Exercises to which we 
referred in our notice of Mr. Ford’s 
** Rudiments of Music,” in our last 
November Magazine, (p. 613.) But 
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they go far beyond what we con- 


templated, as necessary to illustrate 
those rules, for they arise “from the 
easiest rei wo io, (or Sol- 
fa-ing,) to the most dithcult passages 


of modern music, as here selected 
“from the works of Purcell, Handel, 
Haydn, Mozart,” &c., and those who 
master these, we should conceive, 
would bave little to fear from any 
other. This, however, is beyoud our 
province, which extends no farther 
than congregational psalmody, which 
we wish to promote and recommend 
with all simplicity. Those who wish 
to qualify themselves for the. perfor- 
mauce of anthems and oratorios, will 
find Mr Ford’s work extremely useful ; 
we confess, however, that we do not 
see the propriety of always marking 
the key-note Do, in whatever part of 
the scale it may occur, since it re- 
quires a knowledge of harmony not 
easily attained, to detect every change 
in the modulation, and if all are not 
equally expert, the same note will be 
variously denominated, which must 
create confusion. But we drop this 
only as a hint to Mr. F. 

We perfectly agree with this com- 
poser, ** that the superficial music of 
modern times is as little calculated to 
improve the taste, as it is to amend the 
heart ;’” but we do not expect the 
latter even from the most sublime 
compositions of Haydn, or of Handel, 
though it should seem that the latter 
once indulged such hopes ; for when a 
gay nobleman thanked him for the 
high entertainment he had derived 
from his ** Messiah,” he is said to have 
replied sharply, ‘ Entertainment! —My 
Lord, | hoped to have made you better.” 





Explanatory and Practical Comments ; 
being a Series of Short Lectures on 
the New Testament ; designed as 
an Assistant in Family Worship, 
and suited to all Ranks. By «a 
Clergyman the Established 
Church. Vol. 1. Containing the 
Gospel and Acts, 8ve. Si radi 
tion. 10s. 6d. 


Resrectine this volume, the Author 
observes, ‘‘ it will be foand to contain 
explanatory aud practical lectures on 
the New Testament, conveyed in such 
plain, intelligible , as may 
suit the capacities of those branches 
of the family which are lower by age 
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or station. The work contains more 
of compilation than originality. It 
may be needful, however, to rve, 
that though its appearance is, perhaps, 
late, as | some recent publi- 
cations, yet the design of it was formed 
when few of them were in existence. 
Much of it has been in manuscript for 
ears, though its public appearance 
been delayed from various causes.” 

In this second edition there are va- 
rious alterations and amendments ; 
bat as it never fell to our lot to see 
the first, we cannot pronounce on 
their character and value. We ap- 
prehend, however, from an intimation 
in the author's preface to this new 
edition, that we should greatly prefer 
the old, .The alterations, he informs 
us, are chiefly in relation to those pas- 
sages which allude tothe coming of 
Christ, ing which he has, 
since the volume was originally pub- 
lished, obtained some additional light. 
We regret to perceive, from his reflec- 
tions on such ges, that the author 
has lately become affected with the 
Millenarian mania, now so rife in the 
world; and, in consequence, several 
of his emendations are influenced by 
his recent hallucinations. It is grati- 
fying, however, to perceive, amid his 
melancholy descriptions and prognos- 
tications, that the author is no “ ac- 
cuser of the brethren;” utters no re- 
proaches, denounces no anathemas 
t those who differ from himself. 

is lectures are eminently serious, 

, and liberal. They breathe, 

in gi the pure spirit of Chris- 
tianity, and discover the intense soli- 
citude of the author for the spiritual 
benefit of those, whose private or do- 
mestic devotions he may be the means 


of assisting. 

As a second volume is forthcoming 
on the and Revelations, we 
shall content ourselves with this mere 
notice, reserving any additional re- 
marks we might be di to make 
on the merits of the work, 
till it is completed; assuring our 
readers, however, in the mean time, 
that, with the exceptions to which we 
have alluded, we think the work 
highly Br prascens a assist in by Rae 
ship, promote the spiritu efit 
of the domestic circle. 

The work is published without the 
text, and the Expository Lectures are 
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on the chapters, either entire or in 
sections, read at family worship. It 
forms an excellent companion to the 
New Testament when brought to the 
domestic altar. 


Mutual Recognition in a Future 
State. An Essay. By Rev. J. 
Pain, Horncastle. 1\2mo. pp. 50. Se- 
cond Edition. 1s. Richard Baynes. 


“‘ Tug subject is well and interestingly 
argued; the proofs of mutual, recog- 
nition,” are rendered clear and de- 
monstrable; the objections are suc- 
cessfully combated, and the reflections 
are just and striking. 


WORKS RECENTLY PUBLISHED. 


The Holy Bible, according to the esta- 
blished Version, with the ex of 
the substitution of the original Hebrew 
Names, in place of the words, 
Lorp and Gop, and of a few corrections 
thereby rendered necessary. With 
Notes. Part 1. 5s. ; 

Extracts of Letters to a Christian 
Friend, by a Lady, with an Introductory 
Essay, by Thos. Erskine, Esq. 12mo. 2s. 

Portrait of John the Baptist; or an 
illustration of his History and ine. 
By Henry Belfrage, D. D. 12mo. 3s. 6d. 

A Memoir of Jane E. Taylor, who died 
in the fourteenth year of her age. By 
the Rev. Thomas Lewis. 24mo. 

Mental Discipline; or Hints on the 
Cultivation of Intellectual and Moral 
Habits, addressed Poriicalanly to Students 
in Theology and Young Preachers. By 


Henry Forster Burder, M.A. Third 


Edition. 12mo. 6s. 
A Funeral Sermon for the Rev. W. 
rein 4 of Manchester. By John Clunie, 


Indian Cries to British Humanity, re- 
lating to the Suttee, Infanticide, British 
and Slavery in India, 2, By J. Peggs, 

Slave &c. By J. Peggs 
late Missionary in Orissa. ; 


The Polity, and other 
Works of Richard Hooker, with his Life 
by Izaac Walton, and Strype’s Inter- 
polations, &c. &c. By B. Hanbury. 
3 vols. 8vo. 

Eight Discourses to Youth, with a 
Memoir of the Author’s Eldest Son. By 
J. Humphreys, LL.D. 

A Statement of the Nature and Ob- 
jects of the Course of Study, in the Class 
of ,and the Philosophy of the Hu- 
man , in the University of London. 
By the Rev. John Hoppus, A.M. 





The American Monthly Record. 


THE AMERICAN MONTHLY RECORD. 
( Original Correspondence continued. ) 


By an enumeration I have just made, 
I te that the miuisters of religion 
of all denominations, in the United States, 
do not fall far short of ten tiousand. Of 
these, 1289 are Presbyterians, 800 Con- 

tionalists or Independents, 2749 
ists, 1642 Wesleyan Methodists, 507 
ms. Evangelical Lutherans, 
200; ‘Reformed Dutch, 117; German 
Reformed Church, 90; Free Will Bap- 
tists, 242; Christian Society, 250; Uni- 
tarians, 150; Universalists, 140; Cum- 
berland Presbyterians, 60; Swedenbor- 
26; Shakers, 45; Mennonites, 
200; Tankers, 30; Six — Bap- 
tists, 30; Seventh-day Baptists, 20; 
Several small Sects of Methodists, 255 ; 
Free Communion Baptists, 23; Mora- 
vians, 23. If I have counted correctly, 
these, together, make 8934. The Roman 
Catholics are not included, nor are m 
documents, by any means, perfect ; 
presume, however, that there are enough 
and other ministers not enume- 
rated to make up the 10,000. 

Our popula we put down at 
12,500,000, which increases at the rate of 
400,000 per annum. We are a prolific 
generation, and are therefore constrained 
to mighty efforts to meet the spiritnal 
wants of the people. I conjecture that 
Seipld toe vsdlip wash, eal Uvsegulitl 

are such, evang 

in heart and head. Of many of the pre- 
ceding sects, I personally kuow nothing, 
. seen an individual con- 

; such, for instance, as 

the Tankers, Mennonites, &c. The 
Tankers have, it is said, 3000 communi- 
cants, and the Mennonites, 20,000; but 
where they are to be found, 1 know not ; 
but presume in the interior of Pensyl- 


vania, and the middle states, for a darker . 


it is difficult to say, 
, however, a million are under 
of “‘the Beast.” They are 


probabl 
the 
mostly emigrants; Louisiana you also 
know was Sane Roman Catholic. 

In “the United States there are 1946 


Presbyterian churches, and 146,297 com- 
municants, 1050 tional churches, 
and 115,000communicants. In the Wes- 
leyan Methodist Communion, 421,105 
pay oe ov Churches, and 
,494 members Episcopal Church 
and 25,000 communicants real 
ng the country through, I think th 
Presyteviaal” snd’ Comestantiausbans 
have most mind ,wealth, and iollaeace, but 
in some particular and districts this 
isnot so. In some places, the Episcopalians 
or the Baptists and Methodists have the 
most controling influence. All this tends 
to keep up an pgntasien and make all 
parties feel their equality. There is 
great harmony su t most 


of the sects, though not equal to our 
wishes. a 
In the vicinity of Boston a 
struggle is going on between the orthodox 
and the Unitarians, the latter, as we 
Evangelical, affirm, have insinuated them- 
selves into the pulpits of the Puritan and 
Pilgrim Fathers of New England, by 
ambiguity of language, and artifice of 
conduct. How this s le will ter- 
minate, I will not say, but I am not 
without the hope that the next ten 
years may see Harvard University, 
the chief seat of Unitarianism, re- 
stored to the principles of its founders, 
who dedicated it ** Christo et Ecclesia.” 
In this land we trust the Missionary cause 
is gaining md. At the last ann 
meeting of the American Bible Society, 
it was resolved, as perhaps you have 
supply every destitute family 
States with a of the 
Scriptures within the two e: years, 
and the Directors have pushed the. reso- 
lution thus far quite successfully. This 
is a great effort in this land. The 
Seamen’s cause is ring. In Boston a 
new church is "tor them; the 
large public room in which they have 
hitherto assembled, is “too strait for 
them.” 
In New York City, a church, addi- 
tional to the former, is about tobe erected 
for them also. 


mighty 
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OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH. 


Circular Letter, respectfully addressed by 
the Christian Instruction Soviely, to the 
Ministers of the Gospel of every Deno- 
mination, tn London and its Vicinity, 
as ordered at the Special General Meet- 
ing, held Nov. 3, 1829. 


Reverend and Dear Sirs, 

Tuere is an apostolic injunction, re- 
quiring us to “ consider one another, to 
paren! unto love, and to good 

t is in the spirit of obedience to such an 
injunction that we now beg to address 
you. Sanctioned by authority so legiti- 


mate, sacred, and awful, su- 
and divine, we shall not ize 
thus soliciting your attention. Upon 


inferior authority, we should not have 
ventured to do it. 

We address you as fellow-Christians, 
greatly esteemed and beloved ; but at the 
same time as rego Tee tonggpa possessed 


of commanding infi 
the Head of the Church has, in a pecu- 
| ad Lingdoes eutrusted Bs ipemere of 
: presentatives of the 
Son of God, and appointed to sustain 
and carry on a cause wherein He was 
the first B couche your office has a 
sanctity and an impressiveness attaching 
to it, wy which no other office is dis- 
. Watchmen stationed on the 
of Zion, and under the most solemn 
engagements to be faithful— thousands 
and tens of thousands are habitually ob- 
rout pe (finer Syeda ing 
upon, by what they perceive to 
be peculiarities of your spirit and 


conduct. history of every period 
of the wofid attests the kapert- 
ant that as are the Priests, so will 
be ‘the ile. A mightier power does 
not exist 


under heaven than that with 
ns r 


by 

for you to fix the standard of 

virtue. It rests with you, in a great 
re, to determine what shall be the 

tone of moral sentiment and feeling 


from your character that families and 
communities derive theirs. It is by your 


movements, that the movements of sur- 
rounding society are regulated. 

The subject upon which we are anxious 
to fix r immediate and serious con- 
side: is that of the Lon»’s Dav. 
We should deserve to be charged with 
insufferavle impertinence, were we to 
remind you of dignity and solemnity 
of re Saar We make our in 
its behalf to the impressions and expe- 
rience of your own bosoms. It is a sea- 
son hallowed and endeared to yonr best 
feelirgs, by a thousand sublime and de- 
lightfnl associations. Venerable and 
sacred as an ancient avd a divine institu- 
tion— worthy to be had in continual re- 
membrance on account of the significant 
and impressive, but long-lost, ceremonies 
of the Jewish worship - uuspeakably in- 
teresting as the period of the Saviour’s 
resurrection -. an audience-day on which 
the King of Zion has ever been wont to 
come unto his people, and to bless them -- 
a day wherein conntless multitudes have 
been born to God, and meetened for a 


3 : and have often trembled for 

yourselves and others, through fear of 

condemnation on acccunt of its non-im- 
roveinent. 


employed in worldly avecations, 
and selling aud getting gain ; 
hours of your evening worship 
are hours devoted by them to amusement, 
‘voluptuousness, and intoxication. The 
substance e acquired in the morning, is, at 
night, sq ered away in the tavern and 


ge 
eR 
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the brothel; and in this Christian coun- 
try, and this the most enlightened me- 
tropolis of Europe, never are scenes of 


such gross and appalling wickedness 
exhibited. and never are such mourn- 
ful and disgusting spectacles of human 
degradation to be witnessed, as on the 
day professedly set apart for religious 
purposes ! 

Surely, Sirs, the consideration of a 
fact so melancholy, and yet so palpable 
and notorious, is calculated to excite 
alarm; and occupying as we do a 
position, where many of its most flagrant 
instances are continually coming before 
us, you cannot feel surprised that we 
should be the subjects of intense and 
ever-wakeful anxiety respecting it, and 
deeply concerned that it should engage 
the serious attention of others. 

is, however, reason to appre- 
hend, that the evil we deplore is not con- 
fined to the haunts of iniquity, or pecu- 
liar to the ignorant and the impious. It 
is greatly to be feared, that even among 
professors of evangelical religion, ideas 
and practices, utterly at variance with 
the sacredness of the Sabbath, have be- 
come lamentably prevalent; and that 
where it may not be openly  eaypesiy it 
is, in innumerable instances, far, very far, 
from being reverenced and sanctified as 
it ought. Are not many of those, accus- 
tomed to attend upon your holy ministra- 
tions, and called too by the name of 
Jesus, chargeable with spending not a 
few of its precious hours in idleness, 
in unprofitable and unseasonable con- 
versation, in paying or receiving visits, 
and in entertaining company, or seek- 
ing to be themselves entertained? Are 
not many of those who sustain the im- 
portant =, of got ee mis- 
tresses, guilty of great negligence in 
their Slediion of individuals to serve 
them; and of yet greater negligence in 
their treatment of the spiritual and eter- 
nal interests of such individuals, when 
brought under their care, and introduced 
pete households? Are not many of 
t who keep their shops open on the 
Lord’s. fniued can, without shame, 
transact their usual business, emboldened 
by the thought, that much of what they 
get farieg, that hallowed season, comes 
from professors of godliness, or, at least, 
from re; atte ts upon the preach- 
ing of the Gospel; while the godly and 
conscientious man, who nobly and reso- 
lutely refrains from his wonted occu- 
pation, and shuts out the world from 
his house, and would shut it out from 
his heart, is thus deprived of the gain 
te which the New Testament declares 
him entitled! (Mark x. 29; 1 Tim iv. § ) 
Are not many of those whom we behold, 

N.S. NO. 63. 
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during the intervals of public worship, 
parading our streets and our squares, 
and the fields of our vicinity, for the 
mere sake of personal enjoyment, the 
younger branches of religious families? 
And among the thousands of both sexes, 
who, as regularly as the Sabbath returns, 
form themselves into parties of pleasure, 
and repair to the scenes of gaiety and 
dissipation, are not hundreds the appren- 
tices of persons whose piety it would be 
most uncharitahle to doubt—persons, 
perhaps, standing high in the esteem of 
the Christian world, and eminent for libe- 
rality and zeal ? 

O ye servants of the living God! these 
things ought not to be. We complain 
not of your exertions, and let us not 
be understood as insinuating that you 
have been deficient. Had your en- 
deavours been duly appreciated, and 
had the spirit of those truths which 
you are accustomed to enforce been 
imbibed, the moral aspect of society 
must have become very different from 
what it is. But we ask, Can nothing 
more be done? We want a grand simul- 
taneous movement in reference to the 
Sabbath. In effecting, such a movement, 
you must be the prime agents. It were 
of no avail to call upon the Ministers of 
State to do what may be regarded as their 
duty, while the Ministers of Religion 
are not in all directions actively engaged 
to the full extent of theirs. It were 
useless, and perhaps worse than use- 
less, to secure the enforcement of human 
laws, if there be not the operation of a 
higher and holier law -that law of truth 
and of love, the nature of which you are 
appuinted to unfold, and the influence 
oF which you must be instrumental of 
bringing to bear upon the conscience and 
the heart. It is in the Church that, in 
this, as in almost every other respect, 
reform must begin. The Church is not 
what she ought to be. The Church is 
not doing her duty, either to herself 
or tothe world. If she were, instead of 
acting upon the principles of the world, 
as is now so Ceqeeetig- she case, the 
world would be compelled to act upon 
her principles. Suffer us then, with all 
affection and earnestness, to entreat that 
you will assiduously and constantly seek 
to bring about and promote a revival 
of genuine godliness in the different 
societies with which you may be con- 
nected: and especially that you will 
let it be one of the objects of your 
most ypronen dere mygoacee a and _~ pt 
every practi le method, to keep t 
clades aa privileges of the Sabbath 
always in the thoughts and imaginations 
of your people. Suffer us to entreat 
that you will give yourselwes as until 
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you see them roused to a proper sense of 
its importance—a correct appreciation of 
its value—a right discharge of its duties 
~~ and that deep concern for its improve- 
ment, which ought never to be absent 
from a Christian’s bosom; and until, 
when thinking of them at its commence- 
ment or its close, or when looking upon 
them as assembled in the sanctuary, 
you can feel an unwavering assurance 
that “it is the Sabbath of the Lord in 
ail their dwellings.” Thus will you be 
the means of restoring the broad and 
vivid line of demarcation which existed 
in other days, and was intended always 
to exist, between the Church and the 
World. Thus will you be the means of 
imparting a moral power to the religions 
community, which must tell apon the 
ae lation. 

Spirit of wisdom and of power 
abundantly rest upon you! In shin 
this communication, we have discharge 
what we considered a duty Aoviiting 
upon us, and redeemed a pledge re- 
cently given to the public. Should it 
conduce in measare to the stirring 
up of your minds, and so to the ac- 
c ment of the important object 
we fs heart, we shall a 
rejoice, account ourselves greatl 
honoured. " ‘ 


Believe us to be, 
Reverend and dear Sirs, 
On behalf of the Society, 
Yours most respectfully, 
Joun Brackpurn, s 
Joun Prrmay, 1 — 


January, 1830. 
5, Paternoster Row. 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 
To the Editors --Those of your readers 


ainted with the Rey. John 
Wheeler, of Windsor, Vermont, United 
States, during his visit to this country, 
will perhaps be interested in the follow- 
ing extract from a letter lately received 
from him, in which, after acknowledging 
the goodness of God in restoring him in 
safety to his family, after a pleasant 
vorsee of only twenty-six days, he thus 
to the state of religion in the village 
my absence, there has been 
a small revival in my own congregation ; 
about 20 have united with my rch, 
and abont 25 with that of the Baptists. 
The most interesting featare in it, was 
that it extended to our State Peniten- 
tiary, which is in this village. Here were 
120 or 130 persons, who had preachin 
only once on the Sabbath. I preadhiol 
to'them before leaving, and found them 
not unfrequently affected to tears. But 
soon after I left, and under the preach- 


who were 
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ing of others, the attention of the pri- 
soners was directed very exclusively to 
religion. They formed meetings for 
prayer, and engaged in a Bible class. 
The religious feeling became stronger 
and more powerful, and they formed 
a covenant amongst themselves, requir- 
ing obedience to rules as fally Christian 
as any one could wish. Seventy five 
signed this. As you may suppose, charity 
is slow to ‘believe all things’ of such a 
company of villains; but the chaplain, a 
man of singular pradence, caution, and 
energy assures me, that he has confidence 
in the Christian character of about 35. 

“ The cause of temperance is making 
the most surprising strides in the New 
England States. I have no doubt, that 
the consumption of distilled spirits has 
decreased 75 per cent. within four years. 
It is really marvellous, and has tanght us 
what we have been very slow to believe, 
that the public mind, as such, can be 
moved by argument and sound reason. 
The fact is of inconceivable value in that 
respect, for no manner of legislative in- 
terference has been resorted to; it is 
all a matter of personal self-denial. 

“ Another important occurrence since 
I have been absent is, that the legislature 
of this State has abolished the system of 
military reviews, and the belief of their 
useless, and even pernicious tendency is 
fast extending in other States. The re- 
sult will be, that a military and warlike 
y 2 will have nothing to call itself 

orth 


“« The Peace Societies are also extend- 
ing their influence. I eannot but rejoice, 
that the State to which I belong has been 
the first government (I believe in the 
world ) that has resolved to put her trust 
under God in the honest hearts, and 
strong hands of her citizens in the da 
of need, without teaching them to ki 
their fellow-men as a profesional busi- 


ness. 
* Your’s, &c. ae 
‘ : D id 


APPOINTMENT OF A DAY FOR RENEWED 
AND UNITED SUPPLICATION. 

We are happy to inform our readers 
that at a very numerons meeting of the 
Congregational Board, held on Tuesday 
kvening, Feb 16thjthe Rev. Dr. Winter 
in the chair, it was tesolved unanimously, 

“ That considering the advantages ex- 
perienced by our churches in the obser- 
vance of a day of special religious service 
last year, aud that the same reasons exist 
why thanksgiving should be presented to 
God, both on account of what he has done 
for our country, and for the world, and 
fervent prayer offered up that he may 
bestow a still more abundant blessing on 
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us, it is recommended that from the pecu- 
liar convenience which it affords for the 
congregations generally coming together, 
that Friday the 9th of April be so ob- 
served in our respective churches.” 

Our brethren of the Baptist denomina- 
tion, we rejvice to know, have the same 
proposal before them, and we feel that 
we cannot better illustrate the former 
part of the above resolution, or justify 
the appointment in the latter, than by 
two extracts from a pamphlet just pub- 
lished by an excellent minister of that 
denomination, the Rev. Edward Steanc, 
of Camberwell, entitled “A Letter to 
the Pastors of Baptist Churches in Lon- 
don and its Vicinity, pleading for the re- 
peated observation of seasons of extraor- 
dinary prayer, and more especially with 
reference to Friday, April 9.” The fol- 
lowing passage describes some of the ad- 
vantages which he considers have resulted 
from those days of peculiar intercession 
which were held last year. 

“« Those days thus consecrated to a pur- 
pose so hallowed in itself, and so conso- 
nant with the best feelings of every 
devout mind, exerted at the same time 
a sanctifying influence upon all who 
entered spiritually into their engage- 
ments, and in many ways have left a 
blessing behind them. They were fol- 
lowed in particular by that burst of holy 
and unprecedented generosity, which, by 
a single effort, replenished the exhausted 
coffers of our Missionary Societies, and 
pledged the individuals so munificently 
contributing, to a deeper interest in their 
operations than evcr they had taken be- 
fore. They have given rise to new 
methods of promoting the cause of our 
divine Redeemer, and greatly stimulated 
many ministers and private Christians in 
the exertions they were previously making. 
In some instances, the spirit of prayer en- 
kindled by them has never since ceased 
to glow in the churches, and meetings of 
a similar kind continue to be periodically 
held. In others, the spirit of zeal was 
awakened to the putting forth of aug- 
mented energies, and the gospel has been 
consequently preached, as in the days of 
its first propagation, in the streets and 
lanes of our towns and cities. Increased 
attention has been given in some districts 
to the religious visitation of the poor ; and 
in others, the mansions of the opulent 
have been opened as houses of prayer. 
Many pastors of eminent standing and 
influential abilities, have not only called 
their own people to the consideration of 
the necessity of devoting themselves with 
amore entire dedication to the glory of 
Christ, but have published their discourses 
ee me letters, that Christians be- 
yond the sphere of their personal super- 
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intendence, might learn their sentiments, 
and be impressed with the importance of 
the object at which they aim. The pro- 
fanation of the Sabbath, and the preva- 
lence of inebriety, have excited the con- 
cern of such as weep over national sins, 
and would deprecate national calamities. 
The — Scriptures have become, in a 
novel and most interesting manner, the 
text-book of catechetical instruction to 
the young ‘The spirit and genius of 
primitive Christianity, have drawn into 
the concord of a sweeter fellowship, many 
individual Christians, and many neigh- 
bouring churches; and in various other 
ways, we are, at this oer nae: ns te | 
reaping what in those seasons of solemn 
convocations we sowed in prayers and 
tears,” 

To the objections which consistent non- 
conformists may feel to the employment 
of Good Friday for such a purpose, and 
which are doubtless increased by the use 
which some members of the Established 
Church made of the fact last year, Mr. 
Steane remarks, 

‘*T am not ignorant that a difference 
of opinion exists on the propriety of 
applying the day known by the appella- 
tion of Good Friday,’to these purposes ; 
nor do I think the objection alleged 
against it altogether without force. It is 
unquestionably right that we should be 
careful how we seem to lend countenance 
to what we deem an unscriptural usage 
in the National Church. I am not there- 
fore to be understood as pleading in par- 
ticular for the observation. of our solem- 
nities on that day. At the same time it 
does not appear to me impossible if that 
day were a_ain to be fixed upon effec- 
tually to guard against the misconstruc- 
tion of our conduct. Our means of com- 
munication with the public are quite 
sufficient to allow of the most ample 
disclosure of our sentiments on that point. 
And it should be remembered, that the 
universal cessation of business which then 
takes place, liberates all persons from 
their employments, and consequently 
gives to many of our friends— such es 
pecially as are engaged in Public Offices 
and Institutions, and indeed to all who 
have not the command of their own time 


-- an opportunity of attending with their 
fellow Christians, which they would not 
otherwise enjoy. This, in my view, is an 
important circumstance, and, together 
with others, which are too obvious to re- 
quire a more specific allusion, induces me 


to entertain the that Friday, the 9th 
of April next, will be, in all our churches 
throughout country, a day of holy 
convocation,” 
To which we cordially give our devout 
Amen. ‘ i 
¥ 
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ABOLITION OF SUTTEES IN INDIA. 


We fear that we too eagerly gave 
currency, in cur last number, to a re- 
port which reached this country, by pri- 
vate letters, and which we fondly hoped 
was true, that Lord Wm. Bentinck, as 
Governor General of India, had issued a 
Proclamation for the entire abolition of 
the burning of Hindoo widows. From an 
answer given in the House of Commons, 
by Mr. Banks, Secretary to the India 
Board, it appears that government have 


not heard of such a measure; but it is 
known that a change is rapidly going on 
in the minds of the natives, favourable to 
the abolition of that sanguinary rite. We 
trust, therefore, Christian bodies will 
rsevere in their application to the 
arliament for its entire suppression. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
DEPUTIES, 


Appointed to protect the Civil Rights of 
the Three Denominations of Protestant 
Dissenters to the General Meeting, De- 
cember 18, 1829. 


In their two Reports of May and De- 
cember, 1828, your Committee had espe- 
cial reason to congratulate you on the 
state of our affairs, the detail of which 
was so satisfactory, as to call for the live- 
liest emotions of gratitude towards that 
benignant Providence to whom we owe 
the attainment of those objects, for which 
we had so long unsuccessfully laboured. 
It was also adverted to, as an additional 
source of pleasure, that the accomplish - 
ment of our wishes had not produced any 
appearance of dissatisfaction among our 
fellow-subjects of any description, and 
we are happy to be able to refer to ail the 
statements we have made, with additional 
proofs of their accuracy. 

It can scarcely be expected, but that 
either from incorrect notions of the law, 
from J crmgeay vv not yet subdued, or from 
a desire to increase their emoluments, 
some clergymen will be found attempting 
to encroach on the rights to which Dis- 
senters, in common with their fellow- 
subjects, are legally entitled. In the 
present year, however, we have had only 
one case of this nature to report ; namely, 
a refusal, by a clergyman in Warwick- 
shire, to perform the rights of burial 
over a person who had been baptized by 
a Dissenting minister, on the ground of 
his not as had reasonable proof of 
the dece having been baptized ; 
when, after a reference to the Bishop, 
the clergyman niesced in the pro- 
priety of our application, and made an 
unequivocal acknowledgment of its being 
his duty to perform the funeral ser- 
vice over every person baptized by a 
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Dissenting minister. Your Committee, 
therefore, in the spirit of forbearance 
and moderation, pressed the matter no 
further. 

Your Committee have also the satis- 
faction to report, that in the cause before 
the Court of King’s Bench, (referred to 
in the last Report,) relative to a church- 
rate, levied, though nominally for re- 
pairs, yet really for other pur s, the 
rate has been declared invalid; but as 
that decision took place in consequence 
of an informality in the mode of making 
the rate, and not on the main point at 
issue, it has lately been brought before 
the Court of King’s Bench in a new 
form, and is at present under conside- 
ration there. No attempt was made, 
during the last session of Parliament, to 
introduce any Bill upon this subject 

Your Committee have appointed a 
Sub-Committee, to act in union with a 
Sub-Committee of the Protestant So- 
ciety, with respect toa general plan of 
Registration of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths ; and Members of those Sub- 
Committees have, for some time past, 
been in communication with the Com- 
missioners appointed to inquire into the 
laws of real property, through whose re- 
commendation there can be no doubt 
that some important alterations will 
ere long be proposed relative to this 
subject. F 

A difficulty having arisen respecting 
the registration of our places of worship, 
a case was submitted for the opinions of 
Sir N. C. Tindal, and three other emi- 
nent counsel ; which, being materially at 
variance, no satisfactory result has yet 
been obtained. 

In our last year’s Report it was men- 
tioned, that an Address was intended te 
the Dissenters at large, on the state of 
the funds of this Society. Such address 
has been generally circulated ; but your 
Committee are concerned at not being 
able to state the returns as satisfactory. 

It wili be in the recollection of the 
General Meeting, that a proposition was 
some time since made and adopted, for 
vesting a portion of the funds of this So- 
ciety in the establishment of the London 
University, on which, at the time, much 
difference of opinion existed. Your 
Committee cannot but feel highly grati- 
fied that the actual progress of that In- 
stitution has been snch, and the prospects 
it affords of general advantage are so 
favourable, as to give the highest satis- 
faction to those gentlemen who took upon 
themselves the responsibility of suggest- 
ing and supporting a measure, which they 
now think themselves warranted in pro- 
nouncing highly beneficial. 

Yaur Committee have now referred to 
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the chief points which have occupied 
their attention during the past year; but 
they cannot allow themselves to conclude 
this Report without adverting to another 
event of Na Sree importance which 
has recently taken place, —The granting 
to the Roman Catholics that measure of 
religious liberty which had been previ- 
ously restored to Protestant Dissenters. 

It is well known, that great pains were 
taken to excite public alarm on this most 
interesting question, and endeavours 
were used to represent the Dissenters as 
joining in a clamour so inconsiderate, as 
that, without attributing unworthy mo- 
tives, it is scarcely too much to say, that 
it was pushed to an extreme which 
seemed but too likely to endanger the 
tranquillity and even the safety of the 
Realm. 

Your Committee have observed with 
much pleasure, that since the measure 
was sanctioned by the Lehbislature, the 
agitation of the country has subsided, 
and the dreadful denunciations of injury 
to the Constitution, and ruin to the 
Church, have ceased to terrify ; and they 
profess to think themselves highly fa- 
voured in having been permitted to wit- 
ness an event so honourable to the pre- 
sent age, so auspicious of future, peace 
and improvement, and in such perfect 
unison with those liberal and Christian 
ptinciples to which they have ever ap- 
pealed as the basis and justification of 
their dissent; and which increases ten- 
fold their confidence in the complete and 
final separation of Religion and Politics, 
leaving to each its own province, and 
consigning each to its own judge. 


A List of the Committee of Deputies, for 
the Yeur 1830. 


Chairman— William Smith, Esq. M P. 
Upper Seymour Street, Portman Square. 
Deputy-Chairman — Henry Waymouth. 
Esq. Bryanston Square. 
Treasurer — William Hale, Esq. Ho- 
merton. 
Bentley, J. Esq. Highbury Grange. 
Bickham, T. Esq. Highbury Place. 
Bousfield, R. Esq. Manor House, Wal- 
worth. ; 
Brown, J. B. Esq. LL.D. Hare Court, 
Temple. 
Challis, T. Esq. Finsbury Place. 
Collins, J. Esq. Spital Square. 
Edwards, Evan, Esq. Denmark Hill. 
Favell, 8. Esq. Camberwell Gi ove. 
Gale, 8. Esq. Basi il Street. 
Gibson, T. Esq. Milk Street. 
Gillespy, T. Esq. Billiter Street. 
Hanbury, B. Esq. Temple Place, Blaek- 
friars Road. 
Houston, 8. Esq. Great St. Helen’s. 


Intelligence. 


Jackson, S. Esq. Clapham. 

Lee, Roger, Esq. Clapham Common. 
Mills, J. R. Esq Russell Square. 
Pewtress, T. Esq. Gracechurch Street. 
Shaw, Benj Esq. Cornhill. 

Taylor, E. Esq. King’s Bench Walk, 
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emple. 
Wilson, 1. Esq Highbury Place 
Yockney, W. Esq Bedford Street, Co- 
vent Garden. 


TRIBUT® TO THE MEMORY OF THE 
LATE REV. WM. HARRIS, LL D. 


Tue following just though mournful tri- 
bute of respect and veneration for the 
memory of this amiable and excellent 
man, has been paid by the members of 
the Church at Cambridge, of which, for 
twelve years, he was the beloved pastor, 
and where his eminently holy character, 
his active zeal, his watchfulness over 
his charge, and his highly acceptable and 
useful pulpit labours, gained and secured 
to him the affections of his flock, and of 
a large circle of Christian friends, which 
neither his removal nor any other cir- 
cumstance has weakened or impaired ; 
and where his labours and his works 
of. mercy are remembered with all the 
freshness of yesterday, and will be 
fondly cherished while one of his spi- 
ritual children remain. 


“At a Special Meeting of the Church 
assembling at Downing Street Meeting 
House, held on Monday, Jan 25, 1830, 
on occasion of the lamented death of 
their late beloved pastor, the Kev. Dr. 
Harris : - 

‘¢ It was unanimously resolved :— 


“That while this Meetiug would de- 
sire to bow with submission and resigna- 
tion to the dispensation of an all wise 
Providence, they would, at the same 
time, express their unfeigned sorrow at 
the death of their late beloved pastor, 
and@ their high respect and veneration 
for his memory, sensible that in losin 
him, the Christian church and the worl 
have lost a bright ornament, and this 
religious community a most sincere and 
judicious friend. 

“They would recur, with mournful 
satisfaction, to the recollection of the 
spiritual prosperity and uninterrupted 
harmony which prevailed throughout the 
twelve years he was the beloved pastor 
of this church, during which period, his 
devotional spirit, his uniform piety and 
disinterestedness, his ardent zeal, his 
soundness of judgment, the consummate 
prudence of his measures, the suavity of 
his disposition, and the simplicity and 
kindness of his manners, pre-eminently 
adorned his Christian ministry and his 
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profession ; while his unceasing zeal and 
anxiety for the prosperity and welfare 
of church and congregation, his 
deep interest in the families of his peo- 
le, and his constant and paternal so- 
icitude for the spiritual welfare of the 
young persons of his charge, greatly 
endeared him to the hearts of his peo- 
ple, and was the means, under Almighty 
God, of raising this religious community 
from a very low ebb, to a state of great 
prosperity aud happiness. 

“ Nor was liis Christian zeal and kind- 
ness of disposition confined exclusively 
to his own congregation :—he was regard- 
ed as the father and counsellor of the 
ne ring churches, the projector 
and promoter of several important in- 
stitu and formed many valuable 
friendships in the University, town and 
county, which continued uninterrupted- 
ly to the moment of his dissolution. 

“* Resolved, also :—That the above re- 
solution be entered in the Church-book ; 
aud that a copy be transmitted to his 
bereaved widow and family, accompanied 
by a letter of condolence, and the as- 
surance that they will ever share a deep 
interest in our earnest prayers and 
kindest sympathies.” 1. G. 

*,* We are ested by the famil 
of the late Rev. Dr. Harris 0 correct - 
erroneous impression which the conclud- 
ing sentence in the article inserted in 
our last Number, concerning his death, 
has made on the minds of several of his 
friends. The fact is, as we are informed 
on the best authority, that the Doctor 
has left property, although it is insuffi- 
cient for the support and maintenance of 
his large family, most of are at 
present, and several vf whom will, in all 
probability, continue for many years, 


entirely dependent on their mother. 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND OBITUARY NOTICE OF 
THE LATE REV. JOHN M. MASON, D.D. 
OF NEW YORK. U. 5. 


Ir is with sincere regret we announce to 
our feaders the death of the able and 
eloquent Dr. Mason, of New York, who 
departed this life on Lord’s Day, Dec. 
27, 1829, in the 60th year of his age. 

The name of this gentleman is suffi- 
ciently known and venerated in the 
British Churches to justify our insertion 
of the following biograph sketch of 
his history and character. 

Dr. Mason was born in the City of 
New York, on the 19th of March 1770. 
He was the son of a Scotch Seceding 
Minister, the Rev. John Mason, who was 
sent by the r Church Court in 
Seotland, to be the Pastor of the Scotch 
Presbyterian Church, which now worship 
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in Cedar Street, New York, and over 
which he presided for 30 years with such 
ability and goodness, that his memory |s 
still cherished with veneration and de- 
light. This gentleman was uvited in 
marriage to the daughter of a respecta- 
ble Dutch merchant, and one of the 
Aldermen of the City, by whom he 
had several children besides the gifted 
subject of the present article. _ 

Great pains was taken with his early 
education to discipline bis heart, as well 
as his mind, which parental solicitude was 
speedily rewarded, for when only 10 years 
of age he was the subject of deep reli- 
gious impressions. He often used inci- 

entally to remark, that at that period he 
took Ralph Erskine’s ‘* Faith’s Plea upon 
God’s Word” to the garret of his re- 
sidence, and read, and wept, and 
prayed. 

In his 17th year he was received, on 
the confession of his faith, iuto the com- 
mounion of the church over which he 
afterwards presided. Two years after 
he was graduated in Columbia College, 
where he received the honours of his 
class, the presages of his future eminence. 
Having resolved to devote himself to the 
Christian ministry, he spent a year in 
theological studies under the direction of 
his revered parent, and then left Ame- 
rica for the land of his fathers, to com- 
a his education in the University of 

inburgh - 

In Edinburgh, his frank and noble 
spirit, his talents of high and commanding 
promise, his diligent application to his 
studies, and his extraordinary proficiency 
therein, soon acquired for him the notice 
and approbation of his tutors, while they 
secured the friendship and affection of 
his fellow students. 

Here he became a member of the 
Philo-Theological Society, composed of 
students; the meetings of which were 
devoted to the discussion of subjects con- 
nected with natural and revealed reli- 
gion ; and he,with Mr. Ewing, of Glasgow, 
and Innes, of oma were amongst 
the leading speakers of that interesting 
Society. 

After a residence of eighteen months 
in Edinburgh, he received the unwelcome 
intelligence of the decease of his revered 
father, accompanied with an invitation 
to return to New York, and succeed him. 
He complied — was licensed in November, 
1792, occupied the palpit during the 
following winter, and in April, 1793, 
was ordained the pastor of the bereaved 
church. His early ministry was emi- 
nently successful in the conversion of 
souls, and at one period the church con- 
sisted of nearly 700 members. 

The talentsand ipfluence of Mr. Mason, 
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brought him continually before the pub- 
lic, both as an orator and an author. 

He advocated the claims of the New 
York Missionary Society, in 1797, in an 
able sermon, entitled Hope for the Hea- 
then. On the death of Washington, 
December, 1799, he was appointed to 
pronounce a funeral oration in New York. 
The following year, a presidential elec- 
tion occurred, when Mr. Jefferson, the 
friend of infidelity, was candidate for 
the vacant chair. Mr. Mason therefore 
published “The voice of Warning to 
Christians, on the Election of a Presi- 
dent.” This indignant and eloquent ex- 
postalation, though unsuccessful in its 
attempt to exclude a patron of deism 
from the Chair, which had been occupied 
by a Washington and an Adams, yet 
produced an impression most favourable 
to the interests of Christianity through- 
out the States. 

Called to preside over a Theological 
Seminary, he, in 1802, visited England, 
to solicit donations of books, &c. to the 
library, in which he succeeded to a gra- 
tifying extent, while his discourses, in 
our metropolis, were listened to with de- 
light by admiring thousands. 

In 1810, he resigned his connexion 
with the charch in Cedar Street, and 
became r of the Murray Street 


Church; and the following year, he was 


appointed Provost of Columbia College. 
For the six following years, we behold 
him discharging, at the same time, the 
duties of Pastor of the Murray Street 
Church, together with those of Profes- 
sor of Theology ; attending to three re- 
citations of the senior class in the Col- 
lege; preaching three times to his 
people, and lecturing five times in the 
seminary during each week. 

But the amonat of labour connected 
with these several stations, was too great 
even for him. Under its pressure his 
health gave way, and he was reduced to 
the necessity of resigning them all in 
rapid succession. 

in the fall of 1822, he removed to 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, to preside over a 
literary institution established there ; but 
his health still declining, he continued in 
that station but two years, when he re- 
turned to New York, and retired to the 
bosom of his family, where he dweit till 
his departure to the family above. 

‘The seizures with which he was succes- 
sively attacked, and by which he was 
gradually enfeebled, were of the para- 
lytic kind, and his beloved connexions 
were thereby gently prepared for the 
approaching separation. 

‘Though thus incapacitated for the oc- 
cupations and enjoyments of life, and a 
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conscientiousness of almost every thing 
external was gone, yet a sense of the 
Saviour’s love and grace remained, and 
cheered his spirit even to his death. 

The following summary of his cha- 
racter is abridged from the funeral dis- 
course, preached in the Scotch Charch, 
Cedar Street, New York, by the Rey, 
J M‘Elroy, D.D., to which we are 
indebted also for many of the preceding 
facts, 

Dr. Mason was formed to be great-- 
power was his attribute, power of intel- 
lect, power of feeling. He was capable 
of the sublimest thoughts, and of the 
deepest pathos His hearers, when he 
was in the pulpit, witnessed and felt the 
force of his ioned eloq e. There 
was majesty in his appearance ; his figure 
was erect, his countenance beamed 
with intelligence, and *‘ wisdom,” almost 
literally “‘ made his face to shine ;” and 
it is probable that no map ever possessed 
in a greater degrce the power of doing 
just what he pleased with his audience. 

His erudition was solid, various, ex- 
tensive, accurate, and all his endowments 
and attainments were sanctified by the 
spirit of Christ. 

Asa biblical critic and expounder of the 
sacred volume, he was not surpassed 
any man of his times, and his success as 
a tutor was deservedly great. Although 
fully occupied with the duties of the 
college and the church, yet he found 
time for compositions, by which his 
memory will live with posterity. 

He was engaged in a controversy with 
a bishop of the Anglo Episcopal Charch, 
in the United States, on church govern- 
ment, in which he furnished a striking 
display of his polemical powers. For 
four years he conducted “ ‘The Christian 
Magazine,” which is so marked by the 
impress of his mind, that it will survive 
the fate of ordinary ae roy While 
= young, he published his “‘ Letters on 

requent Communion,” by which the 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper was 
stripped of those appendages which had 
encumbered it for generations in the 
Presbyterian body ; and in 1816, he pub- 
lished “ A Plea for Catholic Communion, 
in the church of God,” which effected a 
similar revolution, although opposed by 
men of no ordinary talents. 

In private life Dr. Mason was a most 
tender father and sympathetic friend, 
generous, unsuspecting, frank, intrepid, 
and catholic, and it may be said, that not 
only the churches of America, but the 
Universal charch, is impoverished by the 
loss of such aman. May a double portion 
of the spirit of this master in Israel de- 
scend on many of his brethren. 
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RECENT DEATHS. 


Died, at Hull, on Thursday, Jan. 21, 
1830, at the age of 47 years, the Rev. 
Wm. Eastmeap, formerly a student at 
the Academy at Hackney, several years 
minister at Kirby-Moorside, Yorkshire, 
and for a short time subsequently at 
Hull He was interred on the following 
Tuesday, in Nile Street Chapel The 

all was borne by the Rev. Messrs. Fox, 
icks, E Morley, M‘Conkey, M‘Pher- 
son, and Daniels. The two last men- 
tioned ministers engaged in prayer, and 
the Rev. John Morley read appropriate 
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portions of Scripture, and delivered an 
address. In the evening of the succeed- 
ing Sabbath, a sermon on the event was 
preached in the same place, by the Rev. 
Thomas Hicks, of Cottingham, to a 
crowded congregation. 


REMOVAL. 


The Rev. Ebenezer Morley having 
resigned his pastoral charge at Brid- 
lington, commenced his services on the 
first Sabbath of the last month, (Feb. 7,) 
as the stated minister of the New Chapel 
in Nile Street, Hull. 











ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND MINOR CORRESPONDENCE. 


Communications have been received since our last, from the Reverend Messrs. 
Robert Philip —D. E. Ford—J. Bulmer—George Clayton—David Jones - John 
Sibree—J. P. Dobson -W. Moorhouse—E. Morley-.George Redford—John 
Cockin—J. Matheson--B. Brook-- W. Pegg- John Clunie, LL. D. 

Also from Messrs. Dr. J. B. Brown--J. D. Humphreys—W. A. Hankey—Wnm. Ellerby 
—Henry Dunn-—J. Gallyon—James Edmeston—Joshua Wilson—J. Storer-- 
Allan— . Pringle--H. K.--R. C. 

F. W. H, thanks Pacificus for his “ very excellent article” on Peace Societies, and 
begs to inquire of him, or some other Correspondent, whether it be consistent 
that professed ministers of the Gospel of Peace, who have been in the army or navy, 
should continue to receive the wages of war? 

The verses sent by a Constant Reader, “written by a mere boy,” are too 
juvenile for our pages. 

We cannot insert intelligence, which has already appeared in the same terms in 
other periodicals, 


Some of our Readers will be amused with the following laconic correspondence :— 
* For the Editor of the Congregational Magazine. 


Str, Hermes Street, Pentonville, Feb. 11, 1830. 
At page 92 of the last Number of the Congregational Magazine, I find the fullow- 
ing assertion : 
“ Mr. Humphreys reprints the following letter, published by Stedman. 
* Dear Brother, “ Harborough, June 9, 1726. 
**{ make ita maxim with myself,” &c. &c, 


Now, Sir, if you can, within the next four days, that is, before Tuesday next, the 
16th of February, inform me where this letter is to be found as published by Mr. 
Stedman, it will prevent my taking that step, which will otherwise be unavoidable 

J. D. HUMPHREYS. 
To John Doddridge Humphreys, Esq. 
Sir, Pentonville, Feb. 12. 

Four days are not necessary to answer the threatening inquiry contained in 
your note of yesterday, as the article in question may be found in the first volume 
of “ Letters from the Rev. Job Orton and the Rev. Sir James Stonehouse, Bart. M.D. 
to the Rev. Thomas Stedman,” pages 160--163, and which was published at 
Shrewsbury, in 1805. 


An Fpiror or THe CONGREGATIONAL MAGAZINE. 
ERRATA IN OUR LAST NUMBER. 


Page 106, line 24, for exalted read excellent. 
line 38, for included read excluded. 
Page 107, line 33, for engage read engratt. 
Page 108, line 42, for courteous read cautious. 
Page 110, line 14, for affusion read effusion. 

By astrange oversight, the word “ British” is introduced into the title of the 
second article in the present. number, which we mast request our readers to erase, 
ke pily the Christian system has an equally favourable aspect to mothers all the 
wi over. 
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